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My main interest in this sketch is the daughter, so I 
will pass over rether briefly the cubjeot of the father. He 
follows the semi-artistic profession of a teacher of fine 
writing, which ranks in Chine and Japan as a fine art. 1% 
is taught by men who rank ag artista, and their productions 
axa treasured from century to century , hung on walla, rolled 
up and kept in treasure chests much as artistic masterpieces 
are with us. The poing I wish to bring out is that the fa- 
ther is of the unbusinesslike, un-go-getter type, who lives 
somewhat in a world of dreams, and this attitude no doubt aa- 
counts to some extent for the lengths to which his daughter 
hes gone in her flight from orthodoxy. 

Some fifteen years ago during this girl's adolemecence, 
ghe was quite prominent in the Japanese Christian chureh cir- 
cles ani probably wee accepted by the Japanese community with- 
out question aa just one of the slightly bewildering second 
generation. But greduelly there emerged in the girl en artis- 
410 omplex anf ambition to become an artist, more parti oular-~- 
ly & portrait painter. Her father's profession was not very 
remunerative among the local colony, ani he was unable to give 
her as much financial assiatanee as she wished to pursue her 
atu@ies. In order to obtain the funds she engaged in a liai- 
sou with a Japanese employee of a large Jupanese firm. Sup- 
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ported and financed by this, she pursued her studies at an 
art school. It is said that the Japanese firm becoming aware 
of the liaison, and noting the financial strain it was put- 
ting on their employee, eave him the choice of giving it up 
or resigning. He chose to give it up. 

Subsequently to obtain funds to continue her training 
she took up posing for artists and also for the art school. 
It is at this point that the Japanese counterparts of Mother 
Grundy reared up on their hind legs and began to squeal. fo 
& race accustomed for ages to look with equanimity on finan- 
cially embarrassed fathers selling their daughters into pros- 
titution to obtain monies, the concubinage episode was not as 
upsetting as exposing of the nude body to public gaze. Per- 
haps this latter point may need some elucidating, although 
not to people who have been in Japan. The Japanese are noted 
throughout the world for free and open display of the human 
form, both male and female, adult and child. fhe point is 
that, like the black-garbed acene-shifters and property-men 
of the Japanese theatre, who walk around the atage during the 
action in full view of the audience, but are treated as being 
invisible, the nude human bedy in Japan, when engaged in some 
activity that requires acai AyE is treated by social convention 
as either clothed or invisible. It is not supposed to be re- 
garded as mude.s To do so is an insult and a confession of vul- 
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garity. This attitude gave much trouble to artistic cireles 
in Japan up to the last five or ten years. A girl might be 
Willing to sell herself ac & prostitute to succor her parents, 
even girls from the higher classes, but it was a matter of 
great difficulty for an artist to get a suitable nude model. 
He was forced to take the lowest of the low. 

So great was the outory from the local Japanese comm- 
nity that the girls, so I am told, confined herself for a 
time to posing in the nude only for busts. This, again, was 
in line with Japanese moral psychology. The breasts may be 
freely exposed and freely gazed at by on-lookers without in- 
fraction of the code. With the Chinese it is the exact op- 
posite. Physicians in China were perfectly free to inspect 
and probe the body from the waist down in their diagnosis, 
but a female:patient at the point of death would shrink from 
&llowing such freedom with ie region of the breasts. Whether 
the girl subsequently reverted to posing in full nudity or not 
I cannot say, although I have seen paintings that purported to 
expose her entire body. 

If I may be allowed to digress another moment in connec-~ 
tion with the above matter of interesting psychology or morali- 
ty, I would call attention to the fact that even in such a de~ 
based class as the Chinese prostitute (considerably different 


in tone from the Japanese prostitute), the same reluctance to 
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expose the upper half of the body is the usual rale, the 
lower part being flaunted with indifference. With her Jax 
panese professional sister, the exact opposite is again the 
rule. fi 

A further step in this girl's story again brings some 
conflicting versions, the usual one being that she engaged 
in another liaison, this time with a fellow Japanese artist 
for whom she had been posing The connection with this man 
is supposed to have lasted for a period of some years, during 
which she not only pursued her own studies but also lent in- 
spiration and acted as model for her protector. The local 
Japanese community during this period was practically absolved 
from the necessity of wasting their hard earned oash in buy- 
ing novels or magazines of romance and confession as they were 
ell busily engaged in enjoying with drooling lips the candem- 
nation of the Jatest dally details of the life of the girl in 
question. | 

The result of all this was to draw great censure onto the 
head of her parents and more or less ostracism. fhe girl with- 
drew from the home for Long periods at certain times, either to 
spare her family the shame of association with her or to escape 
their pressure. The Salvation Army interested itself in the 
matter, and the girl's younger sister went to live with the 
Army, instead of her parents. Whether this came about from the 
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volition of the Army, the parents, a@ the younger sister her- 
self I have never been able to settle to my own satisfaction. 
In any event, after a certain period the girl left the Army 


and returned home. 
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We second-generation Japanese are starting to realize 
now thet it is imperative that we understand our parents’ 
tongue. After all we're Japanese, and it is really funny 
when I bump into a fellow ere own race who can't speak or 
understand Japanese at anes scue used to feel that, being 
that way, we were 100% Americans. Bosh! No matter if we 
spoke English perfectly our faces wouldn't lie, we're un- 
mistakably Asiatics, norewver we are Japanese. Our Ameri- 
can friends expecially on the Pacific Coast, would never for- 
get it. Another thing, if = understand how to read, write 
and speak in the Japanese fadeunss and if we sheuld go to 
Japan, it would be a whole lot easier to land jobs or to do 
anything. I know of many tags heve gone to Japan because 
they have been uneble to fina positions here, and tive found 
good ones in Japan. Many, too, heve come back because they 


couldn't find jobs or hold onto them, because they were un- 


able to talk “every day Japanese". That's what confronts 


many of the second generation Japanese. Also, many of us are 


so "Americanized" that we think, act and talk that way. But 


when it comes to earning our daily bread we realize the futi- 


lity of it all. We ask for jobs at a Japanese place, and we 


heve to understand the Japanese language, manners, customs; 


if we work for the Japanese, the same; if we go in business 


for ourselves, it's the same. 
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"Now I suppose you will go back to Japan to show the 
folks a few things about engineering?" This question is 
asked almost always when an engineering student is at the 
close of his college career at any college. It is easier 
for that pertiouler student to smile wisely and: say nothing 
than to try to explein that this partieular student has 
never been closer to Japan than the Cliff House; that he is 
an American eitizen, and knows Japan only by pointing it out 
on a world atlas. Sometimes he replies flippantly that he 
4s postponing his retum to the lant of cherry blossoms, gei- 
shag, and jinrikishas until the Japanese learn enough engi- 
neering from Americans to build a bridge across the Pacifie. 
Strangely enough, this remark, questioning the superiority — 
of American engineers over their eastern counterparts, anta- 
gonizes American ¢g6. | | 

fhere are undoubtedly gcd eeanenn for the average 
American to assume that euch ea student er a younger man ie 
one of the mumerous Japanese students studying abroad. Cut~ 
wardly, he possesses the marked characsteristios of the race, 
@eapite the fact that he was born in “good ole U.S.A." The 
fluency with which he speaks the English language, his adop- 
tion of American slang, manneriems, dress, and even vices, 


are causes for amazement and these bear witness to the fact 
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that "Japs are quick to cateh on". Meanwhile the Jablioskis, 
Idevitches and Johannsmanns streaming over from Europe slip 
unobstrusively into the questien of "dyed-in-the-wool" Ameri- 
cans by the simple expedient of dropping their gatteral 
apeech ani changing their angen to Smith, Brown or Jones. 

The oecasion of the birth of many second-generation was 
never publicized widely by the newspapers of the United States 
gome years ago. Today, times have changed. The newspapers 
today are flaunting editorials against the feoundity of the 
Oriental races, especially the Japanese, and the menace of 
the ever-inereasing peta tlashorsex which threaten to usurp 
World Supremacy. ‘The Japanese are now giving to fourth ge- 
neration eitizens. The world moves on with the adyen§ of Ja- 
panese boycotts, ett weenie intermarriage laws, and slogans 
such as "Amerioa for kebcieshe* : 

As "fhe Rising Son of the Rising Sun", as a professor, 
onee a student, I happened to choose to finish sehool, get 
married, and face the world in the ranke of the unemployed, 
at a very inopportune period in history. Jobs were knom to 
be scarce in all fields. But I was far from discouraged. 1 
was not down-hearted. In fact, while my contemporaries trod 
vainly hither and thither with their letters of introduction, 
of recommendation and reference as to character, ability and 
all that people vouch for in their friends and relatives, 1 
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was asked by a friend if I wished a position as a chauffeur 
with a large Japanese company branch. J said I wonld. This 
man heppened to be the searstary of the Japanise Chamber of 
Commescse. He also was 2 soak friend of the employment mana- 
ger of this sompany. This certain large firm employed in 
its office some fifty or eee Americans, and about a third 
of that number were ences employees, all of them imported 
or sent from dapane I enterce ane spacious office of the 
lerge firm, located across from the luxurious Palace Hotel, 
and was escorted into the private domain of the manager. A 
visious, aritical appearing person of large stature, ail 
business look on his countenanes, ran his eyes over my five 
feet four slowly. He. took in my looks, hair smoothed dow 

“a la Raft" in suave manner, tgok in my Arrow shirt, and my 
Hart, Shaffner and Mert waits I congratulated myself on be~ 
ing one Orientel whe had no atweeedon toward Oriental styled 
@lothes. But, it seemed it waa a complete failure in the 
eyes of this particular employer» Hy “americanized air" aia 
not click. Afterwards I found out thet mostly all employers, 
if they were recently from Japen, aid not approve of the so- 
called "American-style" in the American bern, American edu- 
cated Japanese. In fact, they aid not approve of the mamer, 
the ideals, the character acquired in the American environ- 
ment. Is that a favlt of the children of Japanese parentage? 
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If they are too Meet cdtae te if they assimilate American 
ideals too greatly they are denounced; on the other hand 

if they don't, they are classified by fellow Americans as 
unassimilable and oritieized end shunned. That is the sad 
predicament that confronts he majority of the second-genera- 
tion. We are too American for the Japanese to employ us-- 
and too Japanese for the Americans to even consider use Even 
if the employer agreed, the other employees might kick; so 
they say, and se it is, oceasionally. 

In the matter of Pee, it is extremely nesessary and 
important for the tS to know their mother 
tongue, Japanese. Many ree not even the Japanese alphabet. 
My wife didn't when we met. | I find many even among the grown- 
ups who don't understand Japanese. Especially does that hold 
true when the parents are saranee speaking English due to en- 
vironnent and circumstances : and because they themselves are. 
American born and speak and piletatané more English then Ja~ 
panese - It isn't comical when a Japanese doesn't understand 
English or any other ieee but it is queer when he is Ja- 
panese and can't speak sapansea! at least at the present time. 
I em of the belief that as time passes if we go at the present 
rate, real Japanese will a) be spoken or used, but in its 
stead a modified broken language that was originally Japanese. 
You take the average American-born; his language, when he is 
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among his colleagues, is a queer mixture of English and Ja- 
panese. In fact, ¢ven enong the older first generation 
from Japan, Japanese is now spoken with a great deal of 
English in their Sh I have often overheard their 
conversation when they Peart of their return to Japan. Their 
language wouldn't be Seats Japenese, but quite a lot of 
English and American Ae ER a great deal of Japanese 
forgotten. On the other hand, if the majority of the Ameri- 
cam born should go to Japan they would find it extremely 
hard to suit themselves to the different environment, and 
their inability to speak and understand their language. I 
hear of many cases of their having a hard time, of ostracien 
by others because of their superior American ego, and the in- 
ability to assimilate Japanese things. 

In the matter of educating the American-born in the Ja- 
panese lamguage and customs, we have several language insti- 
tutes which they attend daily after dismissal from the pub- 
lie sehool. Most thinking parente send their children to 
these schools. On the eerie nine out of ten Amerian~ 
borm Japanese attend, and pat diplomas rated Junior High 
grade in the Japanese rae schools at the time of gradua- 
tion from High Sehool. 

In the matter of Berea hs employment, as I have pointed 
out previously, the average second-generation of American- 


bern Japanese finds it a problem, even at booming times, but 
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a catastrophe in depression times. It is a next to imposs- 
ible thing to secure a position in an American firm, because 
instead of going by merit standards, employees are chosen by 
race, religious affiliation, appearance, and, on the Fracifisc 
‘Coast .espesially, where racial prejudice feeling runs high, 
the chances are Slimmer. Back East, where there are fewer 
Orientals, the chances of finding employment in American 
firms are greater, qubavoniven discrimination. But on the 
other hand certain other races find it the opposite back East, 
and better on the Pacific Coast . Now, in seeking employment 
from the Japanese, the previous experience holds true, for it 
is matter of fact that. the Japanese can't afford to offer em- 
ployment to the large group of second-generation young people, 
because, after all, the Sere paps population of San Francisco 
is approximately only 6,000, and there aren't that many jobs. 
The main jobs securable are ss the importing-exporting line, 
art goods establishments and salesman mobs among the Japanese 
for men and boys. There is still less chance for girls, as 
they graduate from high He colleges to seek employment. 
The employers of their race cannot absorb them and "Americans" 
refuse to accept then. nelle of foreign parentage evidently 
has many disadvantages in the quest for employment. 

If the average Japanese is regarded by the Occidental as 


being shy or reticent, or suffering from one of many complexes, 
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4% may be well blamed on the attention that his presensée 
Gommands in loealities where nis kind is seldom seen except 
in gaography books. When L was attending school back East, 
I was beset with stares, whispers, questioning looks, blunt 
queries, ranging from the taunting ory of "Chinaman!" of the 
street urchin, to the well meant questions of affable stran- 
gers. 

In school i was Sones tee by my fellow students without 
fuss, probably because they re were mostly children of for- 
eign parentage. It was a balebupwhotis class of Hunks, Gui- 
neas, ‘Sheenies, Wops and a Jap, that recited the Civic Creed. 
and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. There were no 
thoughts in any of our minds as to Facial differences. 

Wre assertions of sociology, concerning the relationship 
of environment to enivice ieee always struck me as being 
rather plausible. In fact, I attribute to environment th 
reason that I have never taken up the study of biology or 
made Phi Beta Kappae I can alae attribute to the same factor, 
my preference of coffee to en as a beverage, and my prefer-~ 
ence of blondes over eunettea And should I investigate the 
matter thoroughly, I might een find environment a reason why 
the majority prefer the riddles of Cabell to those. of Buddha. 

There are Japanese families with native-born sons who 


are no more American than their cousins in Osaka. As a matter 
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of fact, I have envied the aeaicatia Japanese traits which 
I unfortunately lack. I panies that it was through parental 
influence that I became more American than Japanese. My home 
life was a queer mixture of the Oceident and the Orient. I 
sat dowm at the table to American breakfasts and Oriental 
lunches. Hy alate developed a fondness for rice along with 
corned-beef and cabbage and ioe cream with wukicyeni i use 
ghopsticks at one meal and knife end fork at another. I 
"euss" in English and say my prayers in Japaness. My know- 
ledge of bedtime stories is a queer mixture of Japanese and 
American folk-lore. As I Look back upok it now, I see that 
my parents indulged in this Griental side of the family life 
with a certain amusement and tolerance. I rather ian ie that 
my parents were good shownen and had no sexious idea of making 
Japanese citizens of their offspring. On sous nights I was 
401d bedtime stories of how ‘Admired Toge sent a great Russian 
fleet down to destruction. pines nights I heard of fom Sawyer, 
King Arthur or Gulliver's onaeeis « 1 was spoken to by both 
parents in Japanese, and in English by my teachers and play- 
mates. I speke in whichever was convenient, and in a curious 
mixture of both. : 

As time passed on, my racial complex was developing rapid- 
ly. I found myself putting ny defensive mechanism to work in 
arguing that my reticent ways were purely symptoms of an in- 
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feriority, and not racial complex, ami that, after all, I 
was as American as the stranger who lived across the street 
and who caused me discomfiture by his store. 

I can see the start early in the life of the average 
Japanese child. Visualize hin at eight or nine, taunted at 
school, running to his motte Visualize him as he comes 
home crying, asking what "yellow-belly” means or why he is 
called a Jap». He has taken his first step. te has learned 
that he is "different". He does not know yet how he is 
doomed to the life of a nenocntormisf. a New American. I1t is 
the first of many lessons that he must learn. "Be ready; be 
ready; be ready. Be ready always to fight, to defend your- 
-gelf, to ward off the insult". By ostracism, by prejudice, 
by being shunned by a few thoughtless, denied equal righis 
and having it instilled in his mind that he ia different, he 
Vas or ce doeeareh ty dat teres futivay*tonacd Ghd Lineal {ine 
evitable emotional tragedy. Within the population ef one hun- 
dred and twenty five million the United States has today, about 
thirty million citizens (the overwhelming majority of them 
young citizens) ar. the American-born children of immigrant 
parents of various nationalities. The country is, as a whole, 
but dimly aware of this fact.’ wien is of fundamental and ur- 
gent importance in our social and cultural scene, and the Ja~ 
panese "“second-generation" is but a fraction of that thirty 
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million. It would pertioulanly interest those Americans who 
consider themselves of the old stock. Here is a new element. 
Wheat will it do to the old stock? to the country? how will 
it affect the development of civilization and culture, of 
racial types in Ameriea? | 

The chief and most important fact about the second-ge- 
neration is that the epenyiys of them are oppressed by feal- 
4ngs of inferfority in relation to their fellow-citizens of 
elder stock, to the min stream of American life, and to the 
problem of life as a whole; wat ons of course, is bad for them 
es individuals, but, since there are meny of them, and their 
numbers are still increasing rapidly with the other New Ameri- 
cans, ig even worse for the country. These feelings of in=- | 
feriority in the majority of them are, So some degres, exten- 
gions of their parents' feelings of inferiority as immigrants 
in a country so drastically aifterent from their native land. 
As foreigners, in many aT ERE gapeaking the Inglish lan- 
guage, they ocsupled inferior positions in the country's so- 
eial, economic and politioal life. All t00 often in one form 
or another, they bumped up against racial or general anti- 
immigrent prejudice; they were frequently and unavoidably dis- 
criminated against. And, in. the face of all this, they in- 
‘evitably felt, as individuals and as members of their immigrant 
groups, somewhat inferior in their relation to America and to 
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other people, and their tendency was to segregate themselves 
end mingle as much as possible only with their own nationals. 
And, just as inevétably, thet feeling and that tendency was 
extended to the children, these New Americans, who shared 
their parents' lives and experience, and who, too, were (and 
etil1 are) called Hunkies, sawed Sheenies, Chinks or Japs 
by children of Anglo-Saxon origin. 

But in this respect bie majority of New Americans, as 
individuals, ars in a more unfortunate and uncomfortable po- 
sition than were their immigrant parenis. The latter, even 
if they were uneducated peasants or laborers, living here on 
the lowest social-economic Level, had in them a ecmscicusness, 
or at least a powerful natinistive fecling, of sane kind of 
racial or cultural raeheoandy fhey knew who they were. They 
remembered their natieananbae They were Italians, Finns, 
Irish, Chinese or Japanese oe something; and thai meant smme~ 
thing to them. Some eenaidered themselves economically, poli- 
tioally, oulturally or sootally superiox to old-time Americans, 
thus counterbalancing or wonenbaetne themselves for the un- 
Pleasant feolings about their imiigrant status in the lew 
World. Unlike their parents, most of the second generation, 
or Kew Americans, have no consciousness or instinctive feeling 
of any racial or cultural background, or of their being part 
of any sort of continuity in human or historic experience. 
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Seme of the Seechh-genurntion seem almost as if they just 
dropped off Mars, and during the drop, forgotten all about 
liars. The immigrant father end mother never tell their 
children about their cultural, economic, or social life in 
theix own country. What are the results but unsa bisfa ctory 
family life, personal tragedies of all sorts, maladjustments 
and social perversities. | 

We of the second-generation realize, of course, that the 
problem is closely tied up with the socio-economic system un- 
Ger whieh we live; that, stat 40 theix being more or less 
strangers here, the worst factors behind the inferiority feel- 
ings of these millions of New Ainericans, are poverty and its 
sister-~evil, ignorance, both ef them brought over by the im- 
migrants and then fostered by conditions heme. The cure for 
most of the se qiith.ceuaee tion ilies lies, ultimately, in the 
gelution of oux socio-economic problem. 

Ag one student of sociology put it, it is doubtfpl, bow 
ever, if those problems will be solved in this country if we 
parmit to develop in our population a vast element, running 
inte tens of thousands and millions, whieh is oppressed by 
acute feelings of inferiority and, largely as a result of 
those feclings, is becoming actually inferior human material-- 
bewildered, politically neutral, economically unagressive, 
“prepared to live meekly, slavishly on the dole, and culturally 
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nowhere. If this element ie left alone in the face of its 
erowing economic difficulties and the rising prejudice agaiust 
4% on the part of "patriotic" older Americans, there will soon 
be no help for it. I imagine that hundreds of thousands of 
New Americans already ere hopless as potential constructive 
elements in any sort of vital, progressive civilization ana 
salture ; and if their number is permitted to inerease, they 
willprofoundly affect the future of this country in « way that 
mo one would want to see it affected. If something is done 
about the problem in the spirit of foresight the majority of 
the New Americans, and the generation that they will produce, 
will have an opportunity to become a great body of self-re- 
specting, constructive citizenry ; and with the diverse racial 
and cultural backgrounds they inherited from their immigrant 
parents, they will enrich the Givilization and despen the 
culture in this New World. 

Going baek to impressions, every autobiography contains, 
gomewhere in its contents, some reference to an event in early 
life waich, though thought te ae at the time of its 
occurrenas, left a deep iphened oe in later life. Had I been 
porn in tne Japanesa golondan of San Francisco, or even Los 
Angeles or Seattle, 1 might have evolved into the scholarly 
fogo so often portrayed in cartoons and in fiction. In be-~- 


ing born and raised in an American auvironsent I was prevented 
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from having my hair cuit high above my ears and from being 
an epitome of politeness ana shyness. It has resulted in 
my establishing Rabelais and Anatole France as ny gods in- 
stead of Confucius. It has, in short, made me just an aver- 
age American citizen. . 

What is typical of the destiny of the younger genera- 
tion of the Japanese in pared uy First of all, as more and 
more of the gadcnd cheer deta become of marrying age, and 
have chiidren who are qaeesls fmeriecan, a problem is being 
created which is oli tou) Adaepinl and even athletic. Last 
year, a tacific Coast League baseball tean signed up a Japan- 
ese ball player for the first time in baseball annals. The 
Magnates realized that the Bers etta Japanese on the coast are 
avid baseball fans and that a Japanese player would be an at- 
traction. the new ad) eae is American. They play golf; 
they play bridge; and even aequire a resentment towards for- 
signers. ‘Statistics show that they are taller, Less artistic, 
lighter in complexion, Phamhtnene parentse Maybe before long, 
perhaps even flat noses, almond eyes, and black hair will be 
modified. And in that time even the bugaboo of syndicate news- 
papers may not be able to prevent intermarriage from becoming 
prevalent. 

The average .merican, if there be such, would have no 


idea of approaching a stranger on the street to ask him if he 
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were a Swede or a Norwegian. And yet, a day rarely passes 
when some perfect stranger does not stop me to ask if 1 am 
an Hawaiian or a Filipino. of course I am pestered from other 
sources too. ily brother is always asked if women and men © 
bathe together in Japan’ vould he talk to the Businessmen's 
Club upon the Japanese policy in Manchuria? Among others are; 
Would I translate the Cidenitatton on this vase’ How do you 
say "hello" in Japanese or do i know a Jap by the name of so 
and so in Valle jlallat ‘The Western mind has not yet arrived 
at the stage where it can distinguish one Oriental from an- 
other. 

Caricatures show all Japanese with prominent teeth, an 
abundance of gold bridge pees Slanting eyes, and coarse 
bla ck hair. ‘The movies too identify them: they ere profi- 
cient in jiu-jitsu, and all Japanese are secret enissaries 
of the Emperor, who huddle AMently to trace on maps tentative 
routes for invasion of the United States or plot to blow up 
the canal. I know all about the culinary secrets of Japanese 
cooking and I am the aie ete Jap who has an undying hatred 
of all Chinamen--yean! I dn Btitte Jap portrayed by the average 
uninformed American. ) 

Now, back to the typical destiny of the se cond~-genera- 
tion. Of course they are all different, these New Americans, 


by reason of environment, sulture and educational facilities. 
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The classifications naan to be by the membership of the 
type. fo what club, Say hla "gang" does he cr she bebong? 
Now in San franciseo for example ; of religious groups, we 
have, mainly, the Christian Enéeavor, Epworth league, Metho- 
dist Episcopal, Christ Chur eh, Catholic, Buddhist Associa- 
tions of many denominations, YelieCeA.'S and Y.W.C.Ao'S. For 
the others or other affiliations, Boy Scouts, American Ci- 
tizens'’ Leagues, Club for the Japan-reared fjmerican citizens, 
student club for the Japan-born, and others in the way of 
purely social or recreational groups. 

The plight of the group known as the Japan-born-non-ci- 
tizens and the Japan-reared ner etirne second-géexerations (sent 
ov left in Japan to be aiwer bad there, but born in the United 
States) is great, by reason #f their inability to understand 
finglish. They eroup together by themselves apart from the 
other children of immigrants . They attend part-time schools 
or work as s@hool-boys in American families to enable them- 
selves to pick up the English language and custome They have 
instilled in them Japanese Feanis and prefer everything’ in 
Japanese in contrast to the Pentnd ceaetcn cs ac They have 
good points lacking in us New Americans, but are unable to 
mingle and be like aheoesders Of course, as I mentioned 
previously, there are a few born in America who show no dif- 


ference from their cousins in Kobe. They are called "Ja- 
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paneesy". But the "Japaneesy" ones call us cheap imitations 
of Americans and scoff at oh &nd are especially elated when. 
we run into prejudice, and tell us, ‘See, you're a Jap, al- 
ways one. And don't forget, your blood is Japanese and you'll 
accept Japan in oe end". There are always plenty of them 

to call our attention to that fact. 

The New Americans play football, have athletic clubs for 
temnis, golf, baseball, petin'’ and wrestling. ‘They play 
bridge, five-hundred, Soe onwlriaiounie® and they have their 
sins too, gamble at cards, 1G: machines, dice in ‘good ole 
American style". They prefer coca-cola and ice-cream to Ja- 
panese tea; a hamburger or a hot-dog alwys, before Japanese 
food. 

They "cuss" in Bverioenetasts on: and their interest is 
100% American whether it bona sports or politics. ‘fhe only 
thing which dietincatanen cha from their "American" brothers 
and sisters is their oapcrepetre Most of them would rather 
visit New York City than fokio, and would rather live in 
America than any place “eC Ten the world. 

Here is another thing sey ask us: If the United States 
and Japan should ever go to war, what would you dot 1, per- 
sougslly, have been asked a panasen tines. Wow what would any 
of the other 30 million New Americans do when that crisis 
comes to them--if they are French or Italians or English? ‘the 
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Japanese second-genesrasion would ao what the rest of the 30 
million New Americans would do in like circumstance. That 
reminds me of a comment IL ae in a book recently by Alador 
Kunez, "Black Monastery". Lt is a story of a group of in- 
terned Hungarians, ree rat Germans in France during 
the war, and is very unpleasant. Lt reminds me of Cohen- 
Portheim's book of like experiences when he was interned in 
England. The moral is, get back to your own side just as 
quiek as the snowballing begins « I am sure not many would 
do that, but that's a problem for Amerioa too, to assimilate 
the Kew Americans for her a zood, instead of fostering 
prejudice, and to uphold the rights of its citizens. For=-" 
ward America, the "Melting Pot of the World" t 
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Mrs. Te, a widow, now teaching in a Japanese sohool con- 
nected with a Japanese Christian churoh, was born neur the 
southern tip of the ldzu peninsula (a hundred miles eouthe 
west of Yokohama), near Shimoda, the port at which Commodore 
Perry first made official oontact with Jepan. the year of 
her birth i place about 15995. 

Her yarents were proprietors of e combined inn and bath- 
house at a small hot-spring spa. As this place was not as _ 
famous as some of the other hot-spring resorts which dot the 
Idzu region, her pteante made a bere living for their numerous 
Qhildren. With the ax caption of Mrs. ~T., the children grew 
up in the village, went to the village public school and aided 
in their parents' establishment. lirs. Te, then a girl of fif- 
teen, while on a bicycle ride one day, mot an American mission- 
ary. This woman had, alone, and for many years, conducted a 
small mission in a ha VenWosineeytl aces they met at a small 
road-side tea-stand, designed mainly for passing farmers and 
cartere. After a friendly chat together they both continued 
on, riding their bicycles, and finally arrived at the migsion- 
ary's house. | 

This was the beginning of a friendship that finally de- 
veloped to the point where KMre. f., went to live with the 


missionary, ae © sort of combined servant, companion and pupil. 
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After two or three years the girl showed such promise as a 
Christian convert and evangelist, that the missionary arranged 
to have her ettend a Christian girls' school which wae run by 
women missionaries in a nearby city. 

After a three or four year course at this school, she 
graduated and returned to live with the missionary friend in 
the country village. 

While engaged in religious work, helping her friend, she 
met a young Japanese man, who had become a convert to Christ- 
janity and was an attendant at the smali chapel. He was a 
school teacher in the village primery school. 

In every Japanese public school there hange a portrait 
of the smperor. fo this portrait, extreme honor is paid. It 
is treated as a god. In case of fire, should this portralt 
be consumed by fire or damaged, the humiliation to the teacher 
(or janitor if there be one) is so severe that suicide fre- 
quently results. Daily obeisances to the portrait by the oon- 
eregated pupiis are the rule: 

After the young husband became a Christian, some diffi- 
Guilty regarding this portrait arose. Just what, 1 do not know, 
ao Erse Te appeared reluctant to go into aetails. I have known 
of many onses in which foreign migsionaries (not Japanese) have 
got themselvee, their pupils and thelr schools into serious 
trouble by refusing to allow the deep obeisance to the Muperor's 
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portrait by their pupils. Others have inourred the wrath of 
the authorities by merely teaching that such obeisances were 
akin to idolatry. 

Another woman of my acquaintance was struck by a police- 
man and marched off to jail on refusing to remove her hat 
while waiting to see an Imperial prince pass by. 

In Mr. T.'s case, Alby: from hearsay from people, (none 
of whom seem to have are er knowledge of the case), I con- 
clude that 2. 7., being at heart a patriotic Japanese, nerely 
tried to instil into his replied minds that the imperor was 
their beloved ruler and leader, but that he was not descended 
from the Sun-God; nor was Chess any God but the one, Jehovah. 
Whatever the details, the governmental viels of wrath opened, 
Mee T. lost his job, and became a village pariah. His own 
parents disowned hin. 

A few agonizing months passed, during which time it was 
only the teachings of the Christian religion and the comfort- 
ing counsel of the missionary friend, that mwrevented ky. Te. 
from taking the a@sual Japanese way ot: suicide. 

Finally, the missionary was able to work on the feelings 
of kr. T.'s parents enough to get a smell amount of cash out 
of them. She herself (or her mission associates) contributed 
more, some Japanese Christian friends also chipped in, and a 


gum wae secured, sufiicient to purchase two steerage tickets 
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to Los Angeles for My. f. and hie wife. 

Amviving there, they were met by American friends of the 
missionary, and were lodged with an Americen femily for a few 
weeks, while they looked around and goti their bearings. They 
finally settled in a small country town in which was a deno- 
minational college, affiliated with the mission in Japan. For 
lack of anything better. kr. ft. worked around the college in 
various capacities, such as danitbor’ gardensr, and watchman. 

The story became known somewhat among the Japanese in 
nearby towns and both Lr. ang ire. Te found themselves colde 
shouldered, unless they oonfined themselves to associating 
with Japanese Chriefians. Even these could not conceal a vague 
uneasiness at contact with a men who was in the Japanese Gov- 
ernment's "black book". 

Mr. Ts, not having uprooted himself from Japan from any 
adventuring, emigrant spirit, never got over the ehock of his 
expatriation. At the end of about three years, he died, ap- 
parently of broken heart, al though the certificate read "“tu- 
beroulosis". | 

ree Te, unable to bear life around the scene of her 
husband's Gethsemane, came to Horthern California, with the 
assietance and guidance of Christian friends, both American 
and Japanese. 


She lives here now, with one daughter, aged about rip. 
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teen. She supports herself by sewing, dress-making, and in 
the afternoon teaching an hour or so in the Japanese Christian 
sohool before mentioned. 

The home is merely a couple of rented rooms in the home 
of a Ja yanese family. The furni ture ia sketchy, the artioles 
that seem to be objects of affection are mostly Japanese hang- 
ing serolls (kakemono) and objects of lacquer wares Although 
livae T., in public, wears American dress, she is fond of wear~ 
ing a Japanese kimone in the evenings in her own home, when 
friends come in for a chat and a cup of tea. 

I sav no portrait of the Emperor, but there was an atroe 
cious colored lithograph of Christ, and an enlerged crayon 
picture of her dead hueband. 

The daughter, born in southern California, is a queer 
mixture, now in adolescence. One moment, pensive and dutiful, 
the next in a rage over some reproof by her mother. Although 
she is supposed to learn ahe Jerenece language in the school 
in which her mother tesches, her mother leughingly reaarked 
that I knew more Japanese than the daughter. 1 was able to 
think of the Japanese word for “horse radi gn" before the girl 
could think of it, although it wae « thing ehe was eating on 
fieh frequently. The girl seens to be bothered with no thought 
of ever returning to Japan. She has a bad case of "calf-love" 
over a young Japanese university student and looks forward to 
e romntio life of blise in America. 
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three in California, married, wife and children now in Japan 


'(iMeviet. ,. Artes not ascerlarned. 


PeawUres sol Interest. “Ture won Figduism in. America re- 


lation of second-generation Japanese to this future. 


cf 
i 


This youns man, Mr. M. présents a very attractive ap- 
pGarance, & sen nsitive, cultured face, rather handsome, of the 
Northern Japanese type, siligziily rosy cheeks, curved nose, 
hair rather wavy, very shy aanner. His home in Japan was on 
oe Sea of Japan side, near: the port of Wsuruga, the port of 


Pvarkavion (Or Siberia. VUalike the Pecific side, warmed. by 


the sapan current,’ the western coast resembles Siberia in 


climate, winter being characterized by intense cold, blizzards, 


villages snowed under deep drifts of snow. "the combination 
of this Dawieoreete & climate together with the point mentioned 
im previous sratenes Of High Percentage of aboriginal blood 
oT oresumably occidental type (Ainu) has resulted in a very 
wide-awake, progressive tyoe of “inhabitant. At one time, al- 
though this district has avery rich soil and the population 
was not driven by raece Ofipoverty, 1o emicrate as were tie 
bulk of. Japanese in California, tnewleabor qarket of tie Dan 
Joaguin valley was dowinated by people from this district. 
Apparently Lover adventure and agressiveness rather than 
actual economic want were the driv oe forces in tais 1ove= 


ment. ‘Many of tnesmores orcerul and picturesque figures of 


Japanese financial and political life have originated in this 
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The informants were a Japanese husband and wife, owners 
and managers of an import-export business, aged about 498 and 
435 respectively. Both were born in Japan and are now resid- 
-ent in Japan, after long residence in America. fwo daughters, 
aged about 15 and 19, were both born in America but are now 
resident in Japan with their parents. 

This family presents features of interest in connection 
with Americanization of the parents, as contrasted with the 
Japanization of the American-born children. 

The wife and mother is of Japanese race, born in Japan, 
but has the rare distinction of having been granted American 
citizenship by a special act of Congress. She was left an 
orphan at an early age in Japan and was legally adopted as 
daughter by an American a eivoney™ who brought her to Ameri- 
ca while she was yet a child, and raised her in the vicinity 
of New York City, strictly as an American girl. She was known 
solely by her adopted surname and given name. She received 
ordinary schooling and a musical (pipe organ; education. The 
anti-Japanese sentiment prevalent in California was not ap- 
parent in this Eastern locality, and the girl seems to have 
been freely accepted as a friend and equal by associates. 
None of the inferiority oomplex nor exazgerated imitation of 


the less admirable features of Amerioan character, nor any 
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evidence that she did not regard herself as an ordinary 
Amerioan, revealed itself. Through the political influence 
of her adopted father a bill was introduced and passed by 
Congress giving her American citizenship. When she later 
merried a Japanese citizen, her American citizenship was 
lost. | 

After leaving school she studied secretarial work and 
became the private ae cEe taney of a professor at an Hastern 
University. Her social life and contacts were entirely with 
Americans. ‘The students at this University seemed oblivious 
of the fact that she was of Japanese race. Her speech, man- 
ners, general psychology presented no variations from the 
Common American type. Her physical appearance was rather 
typical of the lower class Japanese; irregular features and 
rudimentary snub nose. It was offset by great charm of man- 
ner and a spontaneous wit and gaiety. She apparently re- 
tained little knowledge of the Japanese language and customs. 

Her adopted family did not reside in the University city, 
and she lived in an American family where she was treated as 
one of them. She was Bpeeae at the same time by an American 
student at the University, Bee by a young Japanese business 
man in that city, who attended the University's Evening School 
of Commerce. Her favours and time were divided rather evenly 


between the oriental and occidental suitors. Hvenings at the 
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opera, cafe parties, park excursions were enjoyed with no un- 
pleasant incidents from shocked onlookers, such as would no 
doubt have been the case had this taken place in California. 
The American student graduated from the University, and 
went to another city for employment . The young Japanese 
business man won his suit and married the young woman. This 
young man had himself come rs America at quite an early age 
(15 or 16) accompanying a relative who opened a Japanese ex- 
hibit at the St. Louis Worla's Faire The young man remained 
in America and finally engaged in the tea, coffee and apkce 
business in an Eastern City. He was of the aristocratic Ja- 
panese type: tall, etaeey with well formed head, handsome 
countenance, cultured, and slightly retiring in manner. There 
was evidence of admixture of the Ainu type: slightly surly 
hair, expressive eyes, well formed lips and mouth, and light 
coloring with a rosy tinge. In general, the type of Japanese 
that does not arouse racial antagcniem and repulsion in the 
Americans as does the more Mongolian type of Btooky, buck- 
toothed, snub nosed Japanese which originates in Western Ja-~- 
pan and constitutes the bulk of the immigrants in California. 
After their marriage, they continued to live f or some 
six years in America (in the same Eastern city) in a high- 
class, strictly American neighborhood, apparently enjoying 


cordial relations with their neighbors. Two daughters were 
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born, both typically Javanese in feature (of the Japanese 
doll appearance) but as they grew to school age, became typi- 
cally American in all their actions, language, and psychology. 

The father did not make as rapid progress financially as 
he hoped. Sensing the avpansaney for profit, in the expanded 
trade prevailing between Jamn and foreign countries during 
the world War, he determined to return to Japan, although the 
personal preferences of his ite and children were not strong- 
ly in favor of such a move. 

They arrived in Japan ae being short of funds adopted 
the cheapest form of living, that is, in a Japanese house, 
with Japanese furniture (or lack of it), Japanese food, and a 
Japanese school for the children. The husband obtained a po- 
sition with a Japanese Import-Export firm, where his knowledge 
of English and acquaintance with American affairs soon enabled 
him to rise to a position of importance. in the beginning, 
however, in order to assist her husband financially, the wife 
obtained a secretarial position with an English import-export 
firm. No doubt the wife was able, by this position, to age 
sist her husband more than financially be giving him informa- 
tion gained in the office of the foreign firm. Frequent bus- 
inesa trips to America followed during the years, and finally 
the husband was able to buy out the export department of his 
firm and to run it as his persoal concern. At this time his 
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* 
wife gave up her position with the foreign firm and joined 
her husband in his peal nena The two now work in conjune~- 
tion. 

Their series of residences in Japan mark their sociel 
rise: from the small barrack shack of the near-coolle, through 
the semi-detached villa of the office and government worker, to 
the present imposing mansion, half Japanese, half occidental 
in style, where both foreign und Japanese gueste and friends 
are entertained in either Japanese or foreign style, sitting 
on luxurious divans, or squatting on cushions spread on the 
mt floor. The daughters, ut firet in Japanese schools, now 
attend an expensive school, where there are American and sng- 
lish teachens and students. 

The point of interest in connection with these girls is 
the quick reversion toa Japanese attitude after residing in 
Japan, a desire to conceal their American virth and their 
knowledge of English. ‘the Sani forces are working in the re-~ 
verse direction that caused the children of Japanese inmi- 
grants in America to protend exaggerated ignorance of the Ja- 
panese languege and Ses Obtaining employnent with Japan- 
ese firms even is difficult for Japanese returning from abroad « 
Lack of knowledge of written Japaness is often an important 
factor in such cases, but the feeling that true loyalty to 


Japan cannot be felt by Japanese from abroad, also works in 
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these cases. The eminent Mer. Matsuoka, recently in the news 
Gespatches from Geneve, ektreced in his career in Japan from 
the fact that he was educated in America and to « certain ex- 
tent raised as an American boy by an American family. it is 
often quite a shock to an American, especially a Californian, 
accustomed to regarding as inferior the Japanese he comes in 
contact with, to find on going to Japan that he himself is the 
one looked on as the inferior. He is the berbarian who is 
liable to embarrass people of culture with his gaucheries or 
liable to deface houses that he seeks to rent; that the mere 
fact that he has resided in : house may make it difficult to 
rent it subsequently to Japanese of quali ty ; that he is even 
looked down upon and insulted by the "Eta", the Japanese pa- 
riah class, who are thenselves now allowed social contact with 
other Japanese. | 

During their primary school years, these two girls abso- 
lutely vefused to speak mnglish, even to foreign guests in 
their home. Now that they are attending a stheel where many 
of their school mates are American or English, they are again 
veering to the American side. They are beginning to feel a 
sense of superiority over stair Japanese sehool friends in 
that they can speak English with their foreign school friends, 
exhibit a knowledge of things American, ond even claim American 
Citizenship. Whereas, formerly, it was difficult to get them 
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to enter « room at home wh ex foreign guests were present, 
they are now taking pert in the pleasantrics on sush occa~ 
sions. 

4g to the case of the mother, her introduction to Japan~ 
ese life on her urrival in Japon was much the same as it would 
have been had she been purely American. For weeks her body 
end bones ached from the umaccustomed postures required by 
sitting on the floor and sleeping on the floor; to don Japane 
ese clothes she required the assistanes of a Japanese servant 
or friend, amd even then her manner of wearing them and her 
walking gait coused her Japanese friends euch amusement. The 
free swinging of the feet and hands induced by walking in shoes 
appears unattractive to persons accustomed to the stilted gait 
and body balancing required by wearing sandals held on by a 
toe-thonge Even the Deanne racine of breast and buttocks is 
frowned on and conoealed. 

At that time occidental dress was so unusual among Japan- 
ese women (although now quite common,;, that this lady gave up 
wearing foreign clothes. when dressed in foreign fashion, her 
Peles and comings in trams, rickshaws, streets, were exceed- 
ingly comspicuous and meade her the recipient of anti-foreign 
insults. The subject of biography No. 1, while riding in a 
rickshaw wearing foreign clothes, was once struok by a cane by 


a Japanese patriot, woo, though wearing foreign Glothes hin- 
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self, regarded it unpatriotic for a Japanese women to do so. 
Another reason for her adopting Japanese dresses was that 
they lend themselves to the squatting on the floor more com- 


fortably than dc foreign dresses. 
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Y, Japanese Shoemaker, and his wife come from Kastern 
Japan; he from the village of Kambara on the Slopes of the 
foothills of Mount Fuji; she from the village of Hommoku 
about three miles south of Yokohama, on the shores of Tokyo 
Bay. 

He has been in America about twenty-five years; she, 
only ten. They were married in America, about five years 
ego. iis. Y's parents had been in America a number of years 
but had left their eldest child, Mes. ¥, in Japan with rele- 
tives, sending for her after she erew up. They have since 
returned to Japan, taking with them S¢veral younger child- 
ren, who had been in school here in AM@ rica « 

Y. was either very busy the day of my call or he did 
not wish to talk; I was unable to get more than a few words 
out of him. He continued grinding away with his clectric ma- 
Ghine at the edges of the Boles of the shoes he was re-so0ling; 
and he ignored most of my questions. 

His wife and small daughter, however, invited me to sit 
down, gave me an ashtray and conducted themselves in a very 
friendly manner. 1 sought to make Mr. ¥ more well-dis posed, 
When 1 learned of his Fuji native-place, by showing him the 
tatooed Full on my fore-arm, but he hardly glanced at it. 

Assuming that he, being a shoemaker, was a member of the 
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Mrs» Y says she likes it pretty well in Ameria, but 
that people are sometimes rude. 4190, she doesn't like to 
have to live in the same neighborhood with negroes. 

She says that when she first Cane to America, her par- 
ents were renting the upstairs of a house belonging to a 
negro landlord, who lived with his family downstairs. lits.e 
Y says at first she used to feel Sick from the odour of the 
negroes that wafted up the stairway. This, again, is rather 
anuging, assuming that livs. Y 1s an ita, because Japanese 
are wont to taunt the Eta bytion tte at them "niku kusai", 

meaning "meat stink”, partly on account of their engaging in 
"the unholy (to Buddhists) neat business, partly on ascount 
of their personal uncleanliness. 

Mrs» Y says thet, when ue daughter gets old enough to 
g° +o public achool, she will have to attend a school which 
contains a large percentage of negro pupils. She says that 
the only redeeming feature of association with negroes is that 
they look up to the Japanese and consider them "white people". 
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Ete outcasts, this was rather in accord with their usual 
nature, surly and suspicious. They are disliked and feared 
by ordinary Japanese for this reason. Their villages, or 
streets in cities, are avoided by cther Japanese, who are 
fearful of assault if they walk thzaugh. 

Mrs. Y says that her parents returned to dapan because 
they wero getting old, not because they had made any money 
in America. She said they would have to work as long as 
they could, as they had oh iyrehowen money to buy the tiekets 
back to Japan. She also said that her parents had never 
liked life in America; that they had to work harder here to 
make about the same kind of living they could in Japan. 

bir. and ls. Y have a sinc L1 daughter, about four years 
old, who goes to a Japanese kindergarten to learn to speak 
Japanese. However, I could not make her talk anything but 
English to me. She, in common with her mother, has a lisp- 
ing manner of speaking, vihieh is sometimes noticed in the 
Eta, and mimicked by other Japanese. 

My. and Mra. Y present radically different types of 
Japanese, although their native places are within a hundred 
miles of each other: he is — with rather sharp features 
and high nose; she very light but round-faced and button-~ 
nosed. ‘The daughter resembles the mother in coloring. Her 


features are yet undeveloped. 
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Y, Japanese shoemker, and his wife oome from Kkastern 
Japan; he from the village of Kambara on the slopes of the 
foothills of Mount Puji; she from the village of Honmoku 
about three miles south of Yokohama, on the shores of Tokyo 
Bay « 

He has been in America eeenk twenty-five years; she, 
only ten. They were married in fmerigs, about five years 
ago- bys. Y's parents bad been in America « number of years 
but hed left their eldest child, ese Y¥, in Japan with rela- 
tives, sending for her after she grew upe They have since 
returned to Japan, taking with them several younger child- 
ren, who had been in sehool here in America. | 

Y. was either very busy the Gay of my call or he did 
not wish to talk; i was unable to eet more than a few words 
out of hime He sontinued grinding away with his electrie ma- 
chine at the edges of the soles of the shoes he was re-scling; 
and he ignored most of my questions. 

His wife and small daughter, however, invited me to eit 
down, gave me an ashtray and conducted themselves in a very 
friendly manner. 1 sought to make Ir. Y more well-dis posed, 
when 1 learned of his Fuji native-place, by Showing him the 
tatooed Fut on my forc-arn, but he hardly glanced at it. 

Ag@uming that he, being a shoemaker, was a member of the 
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its. Y eays she likes it pretty well in Amorim, but 
that people are sometimes rude. Alec, she doesn't like to 
have to live in the sane neighborhood with aur ose 

She says that when she first cane to America, her psor~ 
ents were renting the upstairs of & house belonging to a 
negro landlord, who lived with hie femily downstairs. Mra. 
Y says at first she used to fool sick from the odour of the 
negroes that wafted up the stairway. This, again, is rather 
amiging, assuming that kre. Y is an Sta, because Japanese 
are wont to taunt the Ete by shouting at them "niku kusai", 
meaning "neat stink", partly on agcount of their engaging in 
the unholy (to Buddhists) meat business, partly on aceount 
of their pergonal uncleanlineus. 

iirée Y Gays that, when her daughter gets old encugh to 
6° to public school, she will have to attend a sehool which 
contains a large percentage of negro pupils. She says that 
the only redeeming feature of association with negroes ia that 
they look up to the Japanese and consider them "white people". 
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Eta outessts, this was rether in accord with their usual 
nature, GuPly and auspicious. They are dislixed and feared 
by ordinary Japanese for this reason. Their villages, or 
streets in cities, are avoided by other Japanesc, who are 
fearful of aseault if they walk through. 

Urs» ¥ says that her patente returned to Japan because 
they were getting old, not because they had made any money 
in America. She said they would have to work as long as 
they could, es they had only enough money to buy the tickets 
back to Japan. She alse eaid that her parents had never 
liked life in Ameriou; that they hed to work harder here to 
make about the same kind of Living they could in Japan. 

his. and Liege. Y have a emi daughter, about four years 
01d, who goes to a Japanese kindergarten to learn to speek 
Japanese. However, I conlid not make her talk enything but 
English tome. She, in common with her ciother, hea e ligp- 
ing manuer of speaking, whi oh 46 sometimes noticed in the 
Eta, and mimieoked by other Jopanese. 

Me. and Mee. ¥ present radically different types of 
dayanese, although their native places are within o hundred 
miles of omch other; he is dark, with rather sharp features 
and high nose; she very light but round-faced and button- 
nosed. ‘The daughter resenbles the mother in coloring. Her 
features are yot undeveloped. 
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Y was born in Okayama-Ken Japan, in 1897. He was 
brought up from his birth to the age of twelve by his mother 
and grandmother. His fa ther left for the United States a 
few months after Y's birth. Y's early childhood was unevent- 
ful save for the childhood experiences common to children 
raised in a small country tow in America. lt seems to have 
consisted chiefly of bak aauiied tresiua etrict home training, 
and play. 

At the age of twelve, Y's mother received a letter from 
her husband telling her to Rone to America to live as he was 
now able to provide for then. Here started a new life for 
both ¥Y and his mother. They secured passage on a small trans- 
Pacific boat am arrived in Vancouver, B. Ce From there they 
went to Seattle, Nashinaton: where Y's father was to meet then. 

Y's father had travelled up from San Franosco to meet 
them. They met in a small he See hotel after twelve long 
years. The father, X, in going through the hall, met his son, 
Y, but did not recognize him. Later, in the washroom, X, sens- 
ing that this might be his son, asked him where he was from and 
where he was going. Y's snswer was:that he was going to meet 
his father and going to San Francisco. They both realized what 
relation they were to each other. <A happy reunion ensued and 


they both went to meet the child's mother. 
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Arter a few days of rest the three started for San Fran- 
Gisco. ‘the three settled dow in San Francisco on Fine Street 
in a home near the Laurel Hill Cemetery. X was doing "day- 
work" labor. He had regular customers who used hin by the 
hour and day for house oleenined 

Y soon adapted himself to the new environment and attend- 
ed a Japanese institute to learn the inglish language and so 
to prepare to enter the public schools. With a little English 
to understand what the teachers were saying he entered the 
seventh grade in the HKoosevelt Grammar School on irguella Boul@- 
verd. He managed to study hard and skipped grades and graduated 
in a year with honors. He entered Polytechnic High School where 
he started in a couse we epare tory to college and majored in 
electrical engineering. During ‘these years he interested him- 
self in the youth remains al He organized a Japanese Troop known 
as the American Boy Scouts and let it through until nis gradua- 
tion from college seven years later. The American Boy Scots 
became known as the Boy Scouts of America later. During the 
Panam-Pacifie international Exposition he was appointed as the 
flag raiser for the opening aay end exercises. Of some fifty 
original members sicst of them at the present time are now worthy 
citizens. Y attended the Jaiurie we Institute every day after the 
public school to learn the Japanese language. He graduated from 
the Polytechnic High School in three years and also received 4 
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 @iploma from the Japanese institute. 

Y, during his high school days, experienced racial pre ju- 
dice against the Japanese wich was prevalent to a great @x~- 
tent at that time. “he Japanese students always seemed to 
group together too much among themselves. They did not ningle 
wi th ne other students a great deal, as they do at the pres- 
ent time, where the racial barrier is gone, and the different 
nationslifjies mingle freely socially, especially in a cosmo- 
politan city such as San Francisco. | 

At one time, on the way back from school, he was alight- 
ing from the street car am eae kicked off without Snee ae 
said by anyone; it was just that he was a "Jap" and no one 
eared. Uther instances, when he was chased by ruffiens, called 
names, exoluded from places, shunned, and had rocks hurled at 
him, show the antagonism against the Japanese at that time 
which was encountered by almost all foreigners. Hence ali of 
his acqu:intances seemed to coneiat nainly of his own race; 
vhereas, later in life, as we shall see, the tide turned for 
him and he found himself in quite an opposite position. 

Successfully som oiatinalhis high school course he re- 
ceived hie diploma in three and one-half years (in the year 
1917) from the Polytechnic High School. At that time it was 
considered in the Japenese social world qite remarkable, a@ 


a high school graduate was considered much as is a college 
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graduate at the present time. 1% seems that the Americans 
also felt the same way. 7 

Y decided to enter college and take up electrical engi- 
neering. His credits were satisfactory and he entered the 
Oniversity of California at Once Z, his father, believed in 
education and since he did not possess an education, he was 
happy to see nis son studious. Being the older son he under- 
stood his responsibility to make good and studied hard. He 
boarded in Berkeley in a house where there were many other 
students of his own race Prapedbendes Classes together, al- 
though all majored in different courses. They are all now 
successful in their own lines: a priest, lawyer, banker, 
mechanical engineer, dentist, doctor of philosophy, teacher, 
and chemist, which shows that on the average they were excel- 
lent students, destined to become successful. 

Y took part in many activities among the fellow students 
of his own rece. He served as the president of the Japanese 
Students Club at one time. The usual program was followed by 
Y~«football games, tennis, socials, Glubs, but mostly study- 
ing. During the summer, with a group of his friends he went 
to a country ranch and worked as a farmer--helping his parents 
by earning a little money for his tuition. Some worked hard 
enough to see their way through four years of college every 


gummer vacation. This is very common among the Japanese stud- 
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ents from then until now. 

Y graduated from the University of California in 1921, 
receiving his B.S. in lectrical mngineering. x, a first 
generation immigrant, was one of the proud feathers who wit- 
nessed his son's greduation exercises. 

X% had worked hard to wha his son Y to college and his 
first wish was fulfilled by the completion of four years of 
college. But Y¥ desired to go toa good tastern University 
to put the finishing touch to his professional degree. 

& wanted his son to ducosed, so off he went back #ast, 
to Cornell University in ithaca, New York. the expense of 
eending Y to school in the rast was enormous, but X managed 
somehow by working harder Svahaguyiae himself many things. 

¥Y roomed with an American student from Pennsylvania, 
the son of a hotel keeper, whe was majoring in Business Ad- 
ministration, and together they studied at the same univer- 
sity. During his two years at the university a teacher of 
electrical engineering, by the name of irof. Viadimir Kara- 
petoff, took avliking to hin becauge of his character and 
studious and serious nature and helped him along. They got 
to be the best of friends, walok later proved his friendship 
was the stepping stone to wtiaaedn? Here at Cornell he met 
and made many friends. Some Japanese students , sons of 


wealthy, prominent people, came from abroad. ie also made 
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many friends among the Ameriean people of both sexes. 

Y graduated in 1923 from the university, received his 
Master of Science Degree, and al#o was admitted to the Sig- 
ma Xi Honor Society. his was honor enjoyed by only a few 
Japanese students in the United States at that time. 

He was ready for a posi tion. Prof. Kerapetoff offered 
to help him look for one. They left shortly together and 
attended an American mas Gate of Electrical Engineers meet-~- 
ing in New York City, and then applied at the General Hlece~ 
tric Company, in Sohnectady, New York. At the General Eleg- 
tric Company he was told he was not wanted besause of his 
non-citizenship. With vadaes effort he went to the Edison 
Electric Company; again the newer was; "no alien because of 
government contracts". These were barriers about which he 
gould do nothing--an Asiatio was, under the law, non-eligible 
for aitizenship. | 

But good luck was i emiation and Prof. Karapetoff helped 
him land a position, fineily, with the Westinghouse Electric 
and Manufacturing Company in Bast littsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
His salary was to start wh th $125.00 and raises were depend- 
ant on his efficiency. Within four months he hed a $25 raise. 
Normaliy, he found out, it was six to eight months before 


there was a raise, so he was delighted with hie own success. 


He came back to his parents for a two week visit the next year. 
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It was the polioy of the aay to give employees two weeks 
vacation with pay after a year's employment. There was @& 
happy veunion. xz and his wite were the happiest of parents 
in welcoming back their son whe had made good, and this was 
something in return for their iuvestment. 

- He returned the second year after that, when he got en- 
gaged to an elder deughter of the former secretary to the Con- 
sul General of Japan in gan Francisco. Y hesitated to marry 
because of his younger brother. He felt it his duty to take 
the responsibility of Looking after him and his education. It 
was a typical Japanese customs But after a year away he came 
back for his vacation again and this time a wedding took placee 
He left his bride and went pack East (his wife stayed volun~ 
tarily to look after his younger brother who had been gui te 
411 for over a year) 80 that he might save enough money for 
her to live with him as man end wife. 

Now it seems thet Y was so Americanized that even in pro- 
Guring a mate, he had many conflicts. But he dia not believe 
in inter-racial marrfege, it seems. He was quite eligible 
from every etandpoint, but ne fought off all ideas of marry- 
ing an American girl, although there were times when it seemed 
inevitable. There are cases where many Japanese are married 
to respectable educated girls from promingnt families. 

A year later Y's wife left for the East, to live with him, 
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begause now he was able to do 50 with two raises and savings. 
They set up housekeeping in a gmall way in E. Pittsburgh. 

Now Y's wife K. is also Sepan-born. She came to the United 
States when she was nearly eighteen. She understands a little 
English, because she attended night-school. She had graduated 
from Girls' High Sehool in Japan, and studied the art of house- 
keeping and the attending arts that most girls learn. She was 
of healthy stock anf a maed. forKthe femily- 

A few months later, ee any to which Y was attached 
moved %o Sharon, Sonisyitdiniet so they also were transferred. 
The Weetinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company Sharon 
Flant is the world's largest maker of Gransformers. There 
were, originally, some seventy-five engingers, but due to the 
. depression they have out down the persomnel and only thirty — 
five or so remain, and Y ie still employed regardless of sane 
40% cut in pay. | 

Y end his wife set up a family and they have two child- 
ren (third generations ) , one girls, seven, and another, four 
both attending publie panool. 

Y ie active socially. Ke is considered unreplaceable by 
the company because he understands perfectly both the Japanese 
and the English languages « The Westinghouse Company has a 
brenoh office in Japan and does big business through it. Y 
has been translator, interpreter and consulting engineer, and 
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official greeter, and his work is considered exegellent. He 
has designed many of the world's lergest transformers for power 
rurposes. He associates with the employee and employer alike. 
Fe is the only engineer regularly employed by the Westinghouse 
Electric and Vanufacturing Company in the United States and 
ore of the few Japanese engineers employed by ony company » 

Here are a few aietinetions that prove he hes assimilated 
the American ways necessary to get along in a locality where 
his family is the only Japanese or Oriental family within a 
radius of some seventy itive wises and where people are accepted 
by pore merit--not by color, race or creed. He served as pre- 
sident of the Cosmopoliten club, @ club made up of many promi- 
nent foreigners to foster good-will. He wae scoutmaster a 
froop of the Boy Scouts of ameriea, Deputy Scout Commissioner 
of Shenango Valley and Leader in youth activities. He leo~ 
tures on many subjects (professional and also an Japanese- 
American good-will}. He is aovive es one of the Board of Di- 
rectors of a large club, known as the Bahl Club. He is active 
in sports--he and his wife hold the men's single, women's 
single, and mixed doubles’ championship, titles of the gounty « 
He is also on the bowling tean and also the volley~-ball and 
basket-ball teams of the company. 

He teaches Sunday school ina churoh. He plays golf, 
translates books pertaining to electricity essential to the 
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American Inetitute of Mleotri on Engineers, books and period- 
4qals published in Jepan. iis wife plays, at society garden 
parties, a Japanese musical dnatrument, introducing Japanese 
music in the Hust, which is quite a novelty end entertainment. 
These are sone of the pointe which show that at least 

one of the immigrants is assimilating American itving gustome. 
true, it may be an exception, mt it shows timt environment, 
education, character end good luck go & long way in deciding 
the fate of an immigrant. 
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Mies t,about forty years of age, operates a small and 
sinple beauty salon on one of the streets in the Japanese 
community of San Francisco. 

Miss 3 was born in Tokushina-len, Japan. Her nother 
and father were in their thirties when she was borne Both 
parents are still alive now, axe in theix seventies and 
living in Tokushima-Ken. ‘There weve four girls in the fa- 
mily, of vhich Miss X was the second. ihe family earned 
their living by farming -- raising rice, wheat and various 
other vegetables. 

itise X aterted school when she was five years olde 
She tells me she was quite mischievous and a tom-eboy. I 
learned thet she was quite weak in health when she was 
young, and also thet she was operated upon «= that she was 
a hermaphrodite. ‘This is an interesting thing to note be- 
eauge of her life which is wahis uni que » 

Mies i's father had one ambition, to send her through 
normal school, end mke her "Japan's finest girl". when 
she finished high school she was gent to Tokyo to study, in 
order to pass examinations to enter Normal School. She 
found a place to board «- which happened to be the place of 
a woman judo professor (jiu-jitsu); this she did BSt know 
until a few daye later. iiss X watched the instructions by 
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by the woman professor through an opening in the wall for 
weeks. whenever she had the opportumity she did this and 
learned much of the art of judo that ways One day she 
ventured into the gymmasiwa tad heppened to take part in 
one of the drills with a pupil for fun, whil the woman pro-~ 
fessor was away. ‘This pupil happened to tell the professor 
on her return of her eiveriae in witnessing Kiss x% show 
akill in judo, when she had only watohed to learn what she 
kmews The professor saw possibilities in hex and told her 
go, but that she was too thin and physically uitit for that 
form of sport. However, Mies 4 insisted that she desired 
instruction. che professor consented finally, and so she 
joined one of her classes and practised dsily while she was 
there. She passed the "ex" for entrance to the normal 
sohool and entered. without much she got through somehow. 
Her health improved considerably efter she started gymus~ 
sium worke 

After graduation she wanted to continues, but ber fa- 
thex was having a difficult time making both ends meet dus 
to depression then. iut ee father consented, and she was 
sent to Tokyo to etudy pind doll education. in Tokyo she 
attended irofessor Kano's Sehool of physical education. 
Trefeasor Keno ia rated as Japan's finest and best jude 
teacher. She studied under hin, reosiving personal iustruc- 
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tion from him in the morning and from one of his assistants 
in the afternoon. Thus she atudied for months. Then she 
came back to Tokushima and wes induced by the principal of 
her sehool to take the Ministry of Education examination. 

fhe only woman entrant, diduccaaas with honors. She returned 
to Frofessor Keno's to study again and studied "bone-connect- 
ine" (Zapanese for chiropracties). Somehow, due to "unfor- 
tunate circumstances" she tired of the educational life and 
went to Kyoto. , 

While in Kyoto, she became engaged tio a man who was to 
be sent to the Philippines by the government. She attended 
judo classes and a saternity school for midwifery in prepa~ 
ration for her work. She finished this school, then re- 
turned to Tokyo to study chiropractios more fully. She 
took a government Agent ten with three hundred fifty en- 
trants of whom four were girls and all judo experts (as on- 
ly judo experts were allowed to take the "ex"). She was 
the only woman to pass and she got much publicity from news- 
papers, etc. all over Japan. Although no wanen have "de- 
grees" of proficieney in Japan -- such as first, second,ete., 
she was judged “san-dan" or third degree judo expert, which 
ie quite high indeed. Tater her engagement was broken, but 
due to her publicity and popularity she had many offers to 
merry arranged by intermediaries, but "it just waan't in the 
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In 1922 she was sent to Dairen, Manchuria to a Girls’ 
Normal Sehool there, as physi ea education instructor; 
here there wera many einen pupils who spoke Japanese 
fluently - The professor (dean) was a sogialist who "slammed" 
Japan and praised America me highly that Miss X got an urge 
te go to America. Hence in 1924, a feu days before the ex- 
Glusion act went into effect she reached America -~ San Fran- 
eisco -~ from Manchurie. She likes America, is indefinite 
about the future plans, but says she is studying many things. 


ih 


¥ Hf cay “ 


pe als 
ee 


pia” orm vie tnusbou ta Lary (nob) mong sia 
ot 


ae me gy  ailoaies, asd dootte otek taow toa am 
ielcl ol \.0 na wibed “ces pet instt nott - om 
# otae pottivhote.2e ee Bye tml , erate outa ott toed 


-sororwt unk eolh sabe! ‘ides  . 
waoneg et MOTB oct att ruaN conti yam 


um toy X meet, d aut pire 90 send f 


ad sen’ ad equal OO we (O50L ml onset ween 
ie) we - 


on 


& ¥ ee ‘ é I ? oy 


ie 4 
i eae 
08 7 
= an 


ean.. 


Miss X,about forty erie of age, operates a small and 
Simple beauty salon on one of the streets in the Japanese 
community of San Francisco. 

Miss X was born in Tokushima-Ken, Japan. Her mother 
and father were in their thirties when she was born. Both 
parents are still alive renase in their seventies and 
living in Tokushima-Ken. There were four girls in the fa- 
mily, of which Miss X was the second. ‘he family earned 
their living by farming -~- raising vice, wheat and various 
other vegetables. | 

Miss X started school when she was five years old. 

She tells me she was quite mischievous and a tom-boy. 1 
learned that she was quite weak in health when she was 
young, and alse that she Was operated upon -- that she was 
a hermaphrodite. This is an interesting thing to note be- 
cause of her life which is quite uni qué e 

Miss X's father had one ambition, to send her through 
normal sehool, and mike her ‘gapan's finest girl". When 
she finished high sehool sne was sent to Tokyo to ya in 
order to pass examina ¢ions to enter Normal School. She 
found & place to board -~ whieh happened to be the place of 
a woman judo professor (jiu-jitsu); this she did @@t know 
until a few days later. Miss X watched the instructions by 


“piiom wel saan Mi pees ulead ae 
iso o si KW Be ca with tout Moho tty ‘sted ab oa Jar 
bite weiiogrns study. 22 0% a woe ovede tate oe ol 
vst edd mt @hukg net ore orsadis a i uatrnato9 a = 
anes ehhewt ade SdhOd at wae ye am iaK 1802. page ib 
Ha kier Bw COMIN peu kt gee dant mw py daa, We actvis a Sr 
soeltategor: ste A 
fifo oaaey eel? aah ite woe foadow betsete xX sala a 
 . godemed 2» Sate amnwindite ate. attbeng Bey “een: = wLind em 
een ili ‘smsber telat ne iam. “ahi wey oid. tac bosons 
iw ade fad on 2 ery: fief areoyo, tag al ead eae tis SOE 
wed wot OW spilt: gin tuviotih thay ab atith atmos atin | : 
+ Oily 40K wt hey at ha ssi weal ah ba 4 | 
‘wiewlis tod knoe of od lel sam. eae: bat eudeon a's oot as 
io 6s * Lady tawnds «’negike atl, ened sta ctoodion 
‘kt .glurée of oyster oF sans et ea Shodue tyasd bas 8 p = 
od’ «foods Leama sted - ‘aoe ma as sug, 09am 
re sonly ent o¢ of pemeugait seh ~ Sued oh wate os srstrott 
wornt POR PAD ate saps Hama nant pas pene a ” : 
wW emolteruwtuct off Dedoeewr a) 


we 
ef, 


by the woman professor through an opening in the wall for 
weeks. Whenever she had the opportuyity she did this and 
learned muoh of the art of judo that way. One day she 
ventured into the gymmasium and happened to take part in 
one of the drilis with a nial for fun, whil the woman pro- 
fessor was away. ‘This pupil happened to tell the professor 
on her return of her surprise in witnessing Miss X show 
skill in judo, when she had only va;ched to learn what she 
knew. The professor saw possibilities in her and told her 
go, but that she was too thin and physically unfit for that 
form of sport. However, Hiss X insisted that she desired 
instruction. ‘The professor consented finally, and so she 
joined one of her Glasses and practised daily while she was 
there. She passed the "ex" for entrance to the normal 
school and entered. Withous much she got through somehow e 
Her health improved cousiderably after she started gymna- 
sium worke | 

After graduation she wanted to continue, but her fa-~- 
ther was having 4 G@ifficult tine making both ends neet due 
+o depression then. Bui hex father consented, and she was 
sens to Tokyo to study physical education. in Tokyo she 
attended Professor Kano's $ehool of physical education. 
professor Kano is rated as Japan's finest and best judo 
teacher. She studied under hin, reosiving personal ins truc- 
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¢ion from him in the morning and from one of his assistants 
in the afternoon. 1 she studied for nonths. Then she 
came bask to Tokushina and wee induced by the principal of 
hex school to take the Minds try of Education examination. 
The only womn entrant, she maauee with honors. ‘She returned 
to irefeasoy Xeno's to study again and studied “bone-connect- 
ing" (Japanese for chiropracties). Somehow, due to “unfor~ 
tunate circumstances" she tired of the 6ducational life ané 
went to kyoto. | 

While in Kyoto, she became engaged to & wan who was to 
be sent to the ihilippines by the govermmente She attended 
Sudo classes and a ma hernity school for midwifery in prepa«+ 
gation for hor worke She finished this sohool, then re~ 
turned to fokyo to study chirepractios more fully. she 
took a government aecita tion with three mundred fifty en- 
trants of whom four were girls and all judo experts {ag one~ 
ly judo experts were allowed to take the "“ex"}. She was 
the only woman to pags and she got much publicity from news 
papers, etGe all over Japan» Although no wonen Lave "de~ 
geees” of proficiency in Japan -- such 46 first, second,ete., 
she was judged “saneden" or third degree gudo expert, which 
de quite high indeed. Iater her engagement was broken, but 
due to her publicity and popularity she had many offers to 
marry arranged by intermediaries, but “it just wasn't in the 
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In 1922 she was sent en Dairen, Manchuria to a Girls! 
Normal School there, as physieal education instructor; 
here there were many Chinese pupils who spoke Japanese 
fluently. The professar (aeen) was a socialist who "slammed* 
Japan end preised America so highly that Liss 4 got an urge 
to go to America. tence in 1924, 2 few days before the ex~ 
slusion act went into effect she reached America -- San rran- 
eiaco ~- from Manchuria. She likes America, is indefinite 
about the future plans, but saya she is studying many things. 
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lirs. T., a widow, now teaching in a Japanese school con- 
nected with a Japanese Christian church, was born near the 
southern tip of the Lazu paninenwle (a hundred miles south- 
west of Yokohama), near Shimoda, the port at which Commodore 
Perry first made official contact with Japan. The year of 
her birth I place about 1695. 

Her parents were proprietors of a combined inn and bath- 
house at a small hot-spring spe. As this place was not as 
famous as some of the other hot-spring resorts which dot the 
Idzu region, her parents made 4 bare living for their numerous 
children. ‘With the exoepeion of Mrs. Te, the children grew 
up in the village, went to the village public school and aided 
in their parents’ establishment. Mrese T., then a girl of fif- 
teen, while on a bicycle wide one day, met an American mission- 
ary. This woman had, alone, and for many years, conducted a 
small mission in a Bei nvorina village. They met ata small 

' poad-side tea-stand, designed mainly for passing farmers and - 
carters. After a friendly chat together they both continued 
on, riding their bicycles, and finally arrived at the mission- 
ary's house. | 

This was the beginning of a friendship that finally de- 
veloped to the point where Mre. f., went to live with the 


missionary, as & sort of combined servant, companion and pupil. 
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After two or three years the girl showed such promisg:ag 4. 
Christian convert and evangelist, that the missionary arranged 
to have her attend a Christian girls' school which was run by 
women missionaries in a nearby city. 

After a three or four year course at this achool, she. 
graduated and returned to live with the missionary friend in 
the country village. | 

While engaged in religious work, helping her friend, she 
met a young Japanese man, who had become a convert to Christ- 
danity and was an attendant at the small chapel. He was & 
school teacher in the village primary school. 

In every Japanese yablic school there hangs a portrait 
of the Emperor. To this portrait, extreme honor is paid. It 
is treated as a god. in case of fire, should this portrait 
be consumed by fire or damaged, the humiliation to the teacher 
(or jenitor if there be one) is so severe that suicide fre- 
quently area Daily obet.sances to the portrait by the oon- 
gregated pupils are the rule. 

Sra Sate husband became a Christian, some diffi- 
calty regarding this portrait arose. Just what, I do not know, | 
as Mrs. Te appeared reluctant to go into details. I have known 
of many cases in which foreign missionaries (not Japanese) have 
got themselves, their pupils and their schools into serious 
trouble by refusing to allow the deep obeisance to the maperor's 
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portrait by their pupils. Others have incurred the wrath of 
the authorities by merely teaching that such obeksances were 
akin to idolatry. 

Another woman of my acquaintance was atruck by a police- 


man and marched off to jail for refusing to remove her hat 


while waiting to see an Imperial prince pass by. 


In Mr. T.'a oase, judging from hearsay from people, (none 
of whom seem to have fibatonent knowledge of the case), 1 con~ 
clude that Me. T., being at heart a patriotic Japanese, merely 
tried to instil into his pupils! minds that the Emperor was 
their beloved ruler and leader, but that he was not descended 
from the Sun-God; nor was there any God but the one, Jehovah. 
Whatever the details, the governm ntal viele of wrath opened, — 
Mr. T. lost his job, and became a village parieh. His own 
parents disowned him. | 

A few agonizing Srickauh pane aan during which time it was 
only the teachings of the christian religion and the comforte 
ing counsel of the missionary friend, that wevented Mr. Ts 
from taking the ysual Japanese way out: suicide. 

Finally, the missionary was able to work on the feelings 
of Mr. To's parents enough to get a emall amount of cash out 
of them. She herself (or her mission associates) contributed 


more, some Japanese Christian friends also chipped in, end @ 


gum was seoured, sufficient to purchase two steerage tickets 
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to Los Angeles for Mr. T. and his wife. 

Avriving there, they were met by American frienis of the 
missionary, and were lodged with an American family for a few 
weeks, while they looked around and got! their bearings. They 
finally settled in a small country town in which was a deno- 
minational college, affiliated with the mission in Japan. For 
lack of anything better, Mar 6 {., worked around the college in 
various capacities, such as janitor, gardener, and watchman. 

The story became known somewhat among the Japanese in 
nearby towns and both Mr. and Mre « {., found themselves cold~ 
shouldered, unless they confined themselves to associating 
with Japanese Christians. Even these could not conceal a vague 
uneasiness at contact with oiaar who was in the Japanese Gov- 
ernment's "black book". : 

Mr. fo, not having uprooted himself from Japan from any 
adventuring, emigrant coindn: never got over the shook of his 
expatriation. At the end of about three years, he died, ap- 
parently of broken heart, al though the certificate read "ty- 
beroulosis". | 

Mree To, unable to bear life around the scene of her 


3 


husband's Gethsemane, came to Northern California, with the 
assistance and guidance of Christian friends, both American 
and Japanese. 


She lives here now, with one daughter, aged about fir. 
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teen. She supports herself by sewing, dress-making, and in 
the afternoon teaching an hour or so in the Japanese Christian 
school before mentioned. | 

The home is merely a couple of rented rooms in the home 
of a Jayanese family. The furni ture is sketchy, the articles 
that seem to be objects of affection are mostly Japanese hang- 
ing scrolls (kakemono) and objects of lacquer ware. Although 
Mrs. T., in public, wears American dress, she is fond of wear- 
ing a Japanese kimono in the evenings in her own home, when 
friends come in for a chat and a cup of tea. | 

I saw no portrait of the Emperor, but there was an atro- 
cious colored lithograph of christ, and an enlarged crayon — 
picture of her dead husband. 

fhe daughter, born in southern California, is a queer 
mixture, now in adolescence. One moment, pensive and dutiful, 
the next in a rage over some reproof by her mother. Although 
she is supposed to learn she Japanese Janguage in the school 
4n which her mother Recaneet her mother laughingly remrked 
that I kmew more Japanese than ‘the daughter. I was able to 
think of the Japanese word tor "horse radish" before the girl 
could think of it, although at was @ thing she was eating on 
fish frequently. The girl seons to be bothered with no thought 
of ever returning to Japan. "she has a bad case of “oalf-love" 
over & young Japanese university student and looks forward to 
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I was born on June 28th, 1909, Sunday night to be exact, 
in a small flat on Pine Street, in San Francisco near the 
Laurel Hill Cemetery. I was the second child in the family. 
My brother is twelve years older than myself and we are the 
only two children, both boys. 

At the time of my birth my parents were only fixed mod- 
erately, speaking tinenelwiys and the four @f ue lived in 
that little flat together with another family. My father was 
engaged as a "day-worker" ir American families--he had con- 
tracts to clean houses, steps and windows. Suoh men are now 
known as home maintenance men or house cleaners. The wages 
then were good, as in other lines, and though living expenses 
were higher, we lived on lower than American standards, and 
menaged to get along comfortably while saving amply for the 
future « 

As far as I remember my childhood seems faintly insigni- 
ficant with regard to unusual or ous- of the ordinary happen- 
ings. Being bern of parents who loved children, and being a 
boy and also the baby, I was pampered end spoiled. When 1 
was nearly three or 80, Wé moved up the street between Presi- 
dio and Lyon Street to a enki house back from the street. We 
were the only Japaneses family on that bloock--the owner, &@ WO- 


man by the name of Queen, lived in the front. 1 remember on 
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Raster mornings there was always sn Kester basket in the 
front door nook, and 1 always thought until I was older that 
a bunny was responsible. The owner was delighted at my hap-~ 
piness--she was widow and lived with her grown daughter. 

One day on a cold winter morning my brother Masa, returned 
home from school with a ayer: and my mother made him a hot- 
water bottle and put him to bed. Jubilant at my brother's re- 
turn from school, I jumped on my brother's bed, and the nove 
somehow or other made the bottle explode and scalded me from 
my chest down. At my savant my father, who was down in the 
basement, making kindling wood, ran upstairs and luckily keep=- 
ing his wits, he reached for a can of Crisgo and smeared m6 
at once with it. I was seriously burned, the doctors doubted 
my recovery, put due to the quick action on the part of my fa- 
ther, and the nursing of all, I recovered without a trace of 
even & scar. . 

Outside of childhood ills iL was @ normal ordinary kid. 
Though I was bad and mischievous at times, it seems 1 was 
guieter than the average ohild, a "timid when out, but a lion 
at home" type. The neighborhood playmates were international 
jn character as is the order in generel of the metropolis of 
San Francisco. My Paveatal consisted of boys in the neigh- 
porhood for a radius of three blocks. Strange as it may seem, 


all nationalities were represented : Irish, Jewish, Negroes, 
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Swedes, Spanish and 57 other varieties of color except Japan- 
ese. We exchanged phrases in each others' language and we 
were just a melting pot of our own. Fight? Yes! We called 
names and fought, but on the average we played together with- 
out malice at skating, making mud pies, bicycle riding and 
ganes. I was never lonely cor playmates, but the language 
that I picked up would never have been tolerated if my parents 
understood English. However, they knew only the Japanese lan- 
guage, which I scarcely understood, except for everyday usage 
at home. English was my chosen language, although later as I 
grew older and started to go to school and was taught Japanese 
at home, I made an even erenene of both. My other favorite 
pastime was harboring the district stray dogs and cats and any- 
thing that could be made a pet. They came and went, but I al- 
ways mamaged to have at least a dog. 

When I was nine, we moved once again, this time three 
blocks northeast, a block ree the place of my birth, to a 
three story dilapidated flat on the corner of Califarnia and 
Baker Streets. The flat Was 80 old that every time a heavy 
gale blew or a heavy truck passed by, the house would sway 
three inches in each airestion. The other day I met a cable 
car gripman who has been on the line £5 years. He told me 
that was a “haunted house". The nerve of thet fellow! Any- 


how, it's torn down now and 4 magnificent apartment stands in 
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its place. The rent was $14.00 and there was no electricity. 
Coincidentally, my older brother became an electrical engineer. 
We lived there for over eight years, when finally we decided 
that the house was not safe for our healthe Although the 
building inspector said it was O.K., we felt that the inspect- 
or had a crush on the widow omer who was extremely pretty, 

80 we moved when I was fifteen. That was ten years ago, and 
at that time my father bought a house on Bush Street near Ia- 
gone, near Japanese Town. The interesting part of this is 
that, at that time, houses to rent were extremely hard to find, 
because of the prejudice against the yellow races. Even if 

the owners consented, the nei ghbors protested, and vice versa. 
at some places, the windows had pasted on them "No Orientala"; 
few places still have this practise. So there was only this 
left to consider: to buy a house. We did, at the price of 
some $8,000. ; 

During my years at the California Street address, I at- 
tended first a Japanese school, where they had an American 
teacher to teach English and a Japanese teacher to instruot us 
in the Janguage of our parents. I went as far as the fifth 
grade and then enrolled at the Emerson school in the third 
grade. It was a regular procedure in those times to attend a 
Japanese sohool to prepare for enrollment in the city publics 


school. My experience in the primary grades were noteworthy, 
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but 1t holds true I believe of all students, and I was no 
exception. I "skipped" the low fifth grade and graduated to 
the Roosevelt Grammar sehool on First Avenue, in the summer 
of 1921. I remembe: we had a graduation play, "Nathan Hale". 
Though I was in it, all I had was a school-boy part. I stood 
up in the second act and said, "Let us all go". ‘The play has 
always stood out in my mind, because of the significance of 
the patriotism of one Hathan Hale. 

Together with four heya’ I enrolled at the Koosevelt 
School after leaving Emerson. It was slightly irregular, but 
I enrolled at Roosevelt because tiers were no Japanese at that 
school. I believed my attendance at a school as free as pos- 
sible from the influence and environment of my own race would 
hekp me assimilate more completely American ideals and customs. 
Also, it was nearer, and ny brother had graduated from there 
some years back. My friends and my pal were Caucasians and I 
was becoming more PAnevUeahikete every year. I have often 
thought these past few years why people wonder why I am this 
way when I am a Japanese, why I am the only Japanese they have 
met who is not so and &o. Their questions would be answered if 
they would only think that the way I was raised--environment, 
playmates, training, education--all made me an American, "white" 
except for my looks--one thing that cannot be changed. 

My school days at the Roosevelt School were some of my 
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most joyful and interesting experiences. I.was the only Ja- 
yanese student and I made many friends in the school, possibly 
because I fitted in so well with them, since my playmates and 
friends had always been mostly, if not totally, of races other 
than the Jaranese. Often I dream of my school days, and it is 
mostly of "that old gang of mine." I was in the school orgches- 
tra, playing or rather trying to play the saxaphone; I made 
fairly good posters, for one of whieh I once received a prize. 
I made pretty good marks, in fact better than in all my school 
days combined. I walked to and from school with the "gang", . 
was late and had to stay after school many times too.» We ate. 
junch, consisting of "hot dogs" and soda and candy; we didn't 
think of vitamins then. We had a "crabby" teacher, but from | 
the point of discipline, I realize now, it was good for us. 
She cried when we graduated; and said we were “the best and 
the worst" class she ever hed I hear one of the members of 
that class is in San Quentin Penitentiary. Yes, but there are 
numbers of thote classmate frienis of mine who are now success- 
ful and worthy former Roosevel tonians to0. 

I got my diploma, but three weeks before the exercises, 
I caught a sold which developed into pneumonia. For a few days 
I bung near death. It was double pneumonia, but through the 
nursing of my mother and the grace of God, I recovered somehow. 
I remember that a pal of mine brought me my diploma and met the 
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dector going out. He left it for me and went, and I haven't 
seen him since. I regret to this day that 1 didn't "graduate" 
with the class and wish I had said goodbye and good luck to 
them alle 

I was fourteen then, and didn't understand much. The doo- 
tor told me to take things easy. I didn't, and two weeks later 
I was down with heart attacks. ‘That was the start of two full 
years of illness and handicaps. I was flat on my back for a 
full year, and I couldn't even turn over without palpitation 
of my heart, and a bit of excitement would almost make me go 
crazy. After doctors and specialists and X-Rays and hospitals 
or diets and medicines, I was able first to sit up, then to 
walk around in the house, around the blook, and so on until 1 
finally regained strength. 

My dear mother, who was very small and also suffered from 
a chronic heart disease, passed away. I am sure it was because 
of the strain of taking care of me and worrying. Previous to 
that she had to nurse ny peas also, because he was suffering 
from an ailment of the stomach.» I didn't understand what death 
meant or anything then. I was sixteen, and one would think 
that was old enough to realize what had happened. i find many 
who felt the game way I did--something was missing afterwards, 
you missed someone, but somehow or other it did not reaeh home. 


In the last two or three years, I have often thought if only 
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my mother was alive, if only I had done this and that for her. 

Well, I had lost two years of school, and also two import- 
ant years of boyhood. I decided not to lose any more time and 
I entered Hamilton Junior High Sehool in the summer of 1926. 
Unlike Roosevelt, here was a school, mostly of Japanese stud-~ 
ents, since it was near the Japanese section. I went because 
it was the nearest and because by this time, I had made many 
friends among my own race, for the place where we lived was 
just off the edge of the Japanese "town", on Bush Street near 
Laguna. « 

I made many friends ati Haniison' for it was international 
in its scope. in the full year I was there, there never was 
a Gull moment, for ina year I crammed enough to make up for 
my lost two years. I studied, but from the marks I received 
at the end of the term, 1 guess I had "fun" instead of doing 
much serious studying. Maybe I deserved it anyhow. I graduated 
and got my diploma with the required 56 points, although I 
"flunked" in typing. lt wasn't because 1 was not good at it, 
but because I had too much fun, i was in the special boys' 
chorus, I made posters, I was the "bell" ringer for the periods, 
and a teacher's pet in one class and a teacher's pest in an- 
ther. On different days ihiase viee versa, all depending on 
the teacher's mood and my actions, Mrs. Raver, now a teacher 
at the Everett Jr» High once said that 1 was the most i11-man- 
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nered Japanese boy in Hamilton. When I saw her recently she 
greeted me with a smile and vite meted me, but was surprised 
to find me so changed. 

I got my diploma in June, 1927, and decided to go Hast 
to my big brother. He was darnaedk had a child and was con- 
nected with the Westinghouse company as an electrical engin- 
eer, and was drawing a eoedtadrans. My dad agreed that it was 
the best thing to do. I had no mother to look after me and my 
chances of success were greater back East. So 1 went, two 
months after glose of school. My Dad went with me to accom- 
pany me and also for the ApS We finally reached Sharon, 
Pennsylvania, a suburb between rittsburgh and Cleveland; it 
was here my brother lived and worked. We rested for two deys 
am then the whole family went to see Niagara Falls, and re- 
turned contented. This is first time 1 had gone further 
than Sacramento in my whole life. I realized this was a large 
world after all. My Dad weuteiea to S.F.e and in a week I 
settled down to adjust myself to a newly acquired environment. 
It didn't take me long to feel at home. My brother's family 
had been there for six eis and were the only Japanese fami- 
ly for a radius of 76 miles. There were only 4 half dozen or 
so others at scattered points, except in New York and Chicago 
where there were a few hundred of them. 

My brother was active socially and culturally and knew 


At UY eee Gene Ah) 
Ny ek i] yy ae 
sk ee LS, 
1% i a 4 
1 AD, ry ke 4 
XE i A} Pe Vie a 
nit \ wah P iy 
¥ i - ; te aD Dy 
ay “ao 
ey 


oe  eiinsenn ue 
ponte: wan ted yee hi 


4 t war 
ied it 


faiepe nota Kae aki: wa “yongnne so | 
ase re tat Deena bab gt jewemnaa: toon gee ery" 
me pe a wore ano t qt mun nial hast i + on ‘ot’ poe 
ee ee ee wea weit ion vstow erry ‘to a cine 

on wie OF kan Mae Ley shield bith me tomtom, ay iro fw soot . 
eps Mina una HOE vase ve vibe ott ‘otk one ‘baa al | 

Pee Os ee eee eee bhelitutal wooded dando a «act 
“uak ows. coh Setaok “it Saint dy. nap burt, wetdort rT naa 
NM ¢ hae | RR ys a aa vane: xiteat sind one conte 

mols con manera: Saat ig omnblt pana nr oun! dai tetaornes | 
yyeet we ao ates bo ehemee it «WIRE atau ie ‘as otaome oul a 
Katee! a wk Bion Ma wit patted as bank a ike arta 

, anand new ane the eit Wi po aren mse ne taut ho ‘ad sh on 
et det: @epeiecel ya © Oana D4 ta o ‘ae em crs Was ne 

« huey suonni a, yc watt’ oisow ae sae, ae mee oak oe pies 
ee oe: "ha aaas ib whee one nels eh 


,, 


an 
o 


; a) 
a 
in 


My 
mye) i 


mood 
pun 
4 


erie 


Meo Le) Ae ROL PR sapexe sotuitod pouati 
sont 8, ‘pion idee * 


oa not 
ae 


¢ 


practically the whole town. — In Sharon's population of 25,000. 
I was again conspicuous. Some of the people there had never 
seen an ocean like the Pacific, nor ships, nor had they tre- 
velled across the continent. Likewise they had not seen an- 
other Japanese outside of myubresher's family. I made friends, 
the whole town knew me by itt if not personally, and I got 
to know a lot of people. they all treated me wonderfully, 
without a trace of race ce shdite! and I forgot I was a "Jap" 
for onee in my life during the two years I was there. Maybe 
I would have married a "white" girl if I had continued living 
there. Anyhow, though it may seem impossible, the chanees are 
that it would be more than & radical idea. Educated gentle- 
men and soholers, or officers in the government service were 
the Japanese who visited the region. Therefore the populace 
believed that all Japanese were wonderful. Here the Japanese 
were unlike those on the Pacific Coast, the large proportion 
of woom are laborers and a few of whom are "black sheep". 
Where tere are a great fry ececr is of a certain race there is 
bound to be prejudice and eorond ete taht ag I believe. Here 
in San Francisco I haven't had much disorimination, but still 
I feel that I am losing ehh many things because I em a Ja= 
panese. However, more that the average born Japanese I feel 
that I am getting just as much or more in return for my alle- 
giance to the American flag as a citizen, and every square deal 
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I get renews my belief in the American ideals. 

I entered Sharon High Sehool in September in the sopho- 
more year. Again I was the only Japaneses student, and this 
time the first and only enalene had ever attended that sehool 
of 2500 students. When I enrolled at Sharon High Sehool, I 
had with me a diploma from Hamilton Junior High School. Thiea 
accounts for my being registered in the sophomore year class. 
However, I had to suffer the loss of a number of credits, due 
to the oredit rating aigrerences occurring in my transfer 
fron one state to another, especially go far apart as Califor- 
nia and Pennsylvania. The school boasted added subjects and 
courses from those of California, yet there were many subjects 
and courses unfamiliar to me. To this was added the unfamiliar 
way of the Easterners and a new environment. I started out 
therefore, with determina tion, but with skepticism, as to whe- 
ther I would be able to assimilate my newly acquired environ- 
ment or alwaya look and be out of step with these so-called 


Easterners . 
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From the first day of echool 1 was a very much pointed- 
oat man, as @ novelty, as a student, as the younger brother of 
"Nori", ag @ Japanese, and as a Californian. The teachers ¢x- 
pected everything of me from the start, mostly because 1 was 
a different type, some "new species" to be taught the intrica~ 


eies of high school life. They regarded me as a scientist 
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would a guinea-pig. 1% may have been interesting from an: 
outsider's point of view, but from my standpoint it was all 
very embarrassing and trying - Here I was, very much an 
American citizen, like the rest of the student body, yet my 
color which made me a Japanese differentiated me from the 
others. I was constantly observed and studied by the faculty 
who expected the unusual of ne, wnereeas by the students I 

was regarded as a unique person, from many points of view. 

Despite these conditions, I did not feel overly self- 
conscious, nor did I feel, that my position was either a han- 
dicap or an asset. In one or another, I felt important, of 
course, but not enough to nike me a superiority complex. For 
two years I aid not speak to another Japanese student, nor 
see another of my own race, outside of my brother's family 
and an oecasional visitor who stayed only a few days. 

I got by somehow with Re taea tah in achool, though I was 
no exceptional student in general, except perhaps in art ang 
English, and I finished the sophomore year. Due to my pre- 
vious heart trouble, 1 41d not participate in sports and was 
exoused from physical ae fo this day I regret that 
I have missed the one thing important and desirable at adoles- 
cence--athleticsa. Art was my most outstanding subject. I was 
on the art staff of the school and won e prize on different 


oecesions. With regard to my other eubjects, 1 was an average 
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student, adverse to home work, doing fine when I got a streak 
of a studying spell, and dull when there were other pastimes 
such as apring fever, day-dreaming, thinking about other 
things than school, and so on. In other words 1 was such a 
typical and ordinary student that om teacher called me aside 
one day after almost a year in her class and asked me why I 
wasn't different from the others and acted just like them, 
delinquent sometimes. She said that my brother was such an 
uplifting citizen, that the others expected go much of me, 
and so on. I told her why 1 shouldn't be any different from 
the others; that my environment, my training, my education, 
my friends, my teachers, ayergihingginoludine my ideals were 
American; that therefore I couldn't be anything else than 
what I was. Without much more ado, she understood, I guess, 
for she never questioned me thereafter, and treated me just 
like the other students. The queer part of the whole thing 
was that this was the approach made to every unfamiliar na- 
tionality. If a Japanese Nese pe of acrobats should come +o 
the city's theatre and perform, then it was agsumed that all 
Japanese were good acrobats, and so on down the Line. They 
were inclined to take one Pe cyansntesize of a race and expect 
all the rest to be like him $00, or at least nearly so. 

I didn't have to worry about anything outside of my 
sohool work, because I was living with my brother's family. 
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It was school, going with the "gang", football, basket-ball 
games, shows, taking the car out for a spin, ice-skating, 
swimming, and most anything a fellow did in that vicinity. 
Yes, @ group of us, inoluding four or five of the varai ty 
football team were expelled once for smoking in seoret one re- 
cess hour. For a weak, we started out with lunch to the 
school, supposedly, and went on tramps through the hills and 
almost anywhere our parents wouldn't imow about. fhe corner 
store "took care” of the books, and each day at the usual 
time we went home, as if from school. The lunch was enjoy- 
able, but it was winter, and the temperature was near 20 deq~ 
erees or 80. By the end of the week, the penalty had soaked 
in well enough. We'll never forget one day of that week. We 
went to the next town, called Youngstown, Ohio, and went to a 
"show". As we Game out, we migsed the principal's wife by a 
couple of steps. Did we thank our guardian angel! 

Well, the next summer vacation of three months, June, 
duly and August, were spent in golf on the public links, trips 
here and there, and small doings. My brother got two weeks va- 
cation, and one week of that we spent in travel. My brother, 
his wife, a baby a year old, and 1 went by auto to Washington, 
DeGe and other points. We isexe! alternately, on this 1,000 
mile trip, and took in much of that section between Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania and Northern Virginia. Washington, D.C. was 
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our destination and we spent two days there. We saw almost 
everything there, and then went to Mt. Vernon and Gettysburg. 
It was a very enjoyable as well as an edugational trip. After 
all the miles we travelled, we had a blowout on our return, 
just as we entered the limits of our tow. 

I went through half my Junior year term, and then began 
to get homesick for dear old California. That was in the win- 
ter of '28. I wrote home to Dad and after many letters back 
and forth, all pertaining to my welfare, my dear father, 50 
lenient with me ever, pubeun bad to my pleadings and sent me 
the fare I hopped the Transcontinental in the end of January, 
1929, bound for California and the coming of depression. 

My reasons for my returning! There aye many, but as a 
whole, I was just plain homesick. Old friends couldn't be for- 
gotten; I missed the Eien that was so dear from my birth; 
I preferred my Dad to my brother and sister-in-law, although 
they were 100% good to me; I couldn't understand, Il was only 
eighteen, the feeling that it would ante me too long to get used 
to the eastern ee es ee onad these contributed in making each 
toot of a locomotive in the distance haunt mé-« 

Yes, I did return, the return of the prodigal. There were 
welcomes, there were "how come you're back", there were advices, 
there were regrets at my return, but 1 was back+-and I meant to 


see it through. 
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Refreshed with being home again, and my mind broadened 
with travel, I felt that my life was brighter. It did not 
take me long to get accustomed to my familiar surroundings 
once again. During the two years af my absence, many things 
had changed: the surroundings, friends, happenings, news. 
Somehow or other I felt as Lf I hed missed a great deal, but 
I was never sorry that I had been away and had had a taste of 
some other place, that I had learned that this world did not 
consist of only San Franciseo and its boundaries. My Dad was 
glad to see me again, but at the same time sorry that I wouldn't 
Stay and so benefit from the advantages back East. Dad wagn't 
able to work hard because sek chronic illness in the form of 
a bad skin disease, so we weren't well fixed financially then. 

I entered Polytechnic High School in the Junior year, but 
the necessity of making some money became apparent, although 
not absolutely essential ebnuae w6 were obtaining enough money 
from the rent of the house we owned to be able to supply our- 
selves with the necessities of life. like others who made the 
same mistake, I quit school. and got myself a job. The job was 
with a goldfish store, and I was a salesman and driver. I was 
eighteen then. After three months of this, I gave it up for a 
position as chauffeur for a well-to-do American femily. The 
wages were $100 a month with room and board and "tips" besides. 
Unfortunately, after four months the family moved South. I 
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then went to work as a clerk in a high glass Japanese hotel. 
The owner happened to be a friend of my father's and I stayed 
there for half a year. By this time I began to realize the 
importanse of continuing my high school education. Thus I 
looked for a position with hours which would emble me to ate 
tend an Evening High Sehool. 

I found myself next te as a laundry wagon driver 
for a Japanese firm. The hours were Long+--from six in the 
morning ti11 six in the evening. After my work was over I 
attended the Evaning High Sehool of Commerce from seven to 
nine fifteen nightly. The work was physically too strenuous 
and I took sick, so Sry ge family doctor in conferen¢ge I 
quit. There was nothing elee to do now but to go to school, 
so I enrolled at the galiles High School as a student. I was 
then twenty years of age. | 

Without going into my lire more fully, I got married and 
that was the end of my school days» I attended fully four 
years of school, but due to dnauffisient credits I did not gra- 
dvuate. I was then just twenty-two and my wife was sixteen. De- 
pression had gotten under way , and it certainly wasn't the ap- 
propriate time to get married. fo make matters worse e@ daugh- 
ter was born to us a year later. Previous to our marriage, I 
had a certain amount of financial security. I had a aport 
roadster, jobs were plentiful, and a five dollar bill was like 
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@ nickel is now. I had a job off and ong though the only 
job 14 seemed I could do was driving a car. ‘The wages for 
this type of work were better than for other work, and since 
my health wasn't altogether too good, I took driving jobs in 
preference to any others. | 

I happened to have for my first employer an extremely 
unusual woman. She had been in San Francisco not three months, 
but since her favorite pastine seemed to be that of changing 
servants, I was the fifth chauffeur, not counting other changes 
in maids and cooks. By the way, the last I heard, after al- 
most three years, is that she now has the fourteenth driver for 
her dilapitated. Iincoln car. Her wages were $50 a month and a 
"ease of nerves". Anyhow, 7" couldn't, like the others, last on 
that job either and I went to wrk for a lady out in the Mission 
District. as a driver. ‘She had a Cadillac limousine, and the 
hours were from seven in the morning ti11 seven thirty in the 
evening. I had to help the cook, houseolean, run errands, 
maintain the ear and drive, all for $40 a month and no days off. 
She even refused me New Year's Day off. I asked her, and she 
said; "You don't want much, do you?" She even asked me to buy 
myself a uniform, at a cost of $25. Deducting carfare and all, 
a man with a family couldn't do much on that~--especially when 
he catches a cold, asks far a day off, and gets his salary de- 
ducted for it. So Il was fired. Ali hail American standard of 
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living! But then she wasn't a true American, and it's the 
likes of her that brought on the depression. After that, to 
show that I wasn't to blame on the previous job, the eccentric 
lady called me up and asked me to come back. I did, but only 
for a month or so. Since shen, as fer as money making posi- 
tions are concerned, I have been unable to obtain one. 

During those times I was tne secretary of my church, 4 
non-remunerat ive position regarded as social wrk. Beeause of 
my ability to understand the Japanese as well as the English 
lenguage, I was able to fil that position. In the meanwhile, 
I studied under the Bishop of the church in preparation for 
pitewiioods Possibly I did this because 4t was the custom in 
our family. Even our andes tors were very much religious it 
seems. My great grandfather died in prigon due to religious 
prosecution because he was staunch 4n his belief, my unele is 
an ordained priest, my father was ordained, also (he spent his 
youth in a temple), my mother was extremely religious, my. bro- 
ther teaches Sunday School back East, and so. 1 couldn't help - 
it, I guess, it's fate. | 

Last November, I was officially ordained, receiving the 
title Shodo, meaning Sho--truth, and Do-eroad. Here is how it. 
appeared in the papers: "San Francisco youth to be ordained 
priest—+Joe itorisue , well known local youth, will be offiolal- 
ly ordained as @ Niehiren Buddhist Priest at a ceremony to be 
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held at the local Nichiren Temple of America, Head Temple, 
this Sunday, November 19. By serving at the temple for the 
past three years and acquiring an excellent reputation, he 
hes been recommended as the first second generation Nichiren 
priest on the Precific Coast", and so there I was! For the 
past year and to this day I have been serving as a priest. I 
have been going on lecture tours, conducting funeral. services 
and different services and ceremonies with the Bishop us and 
down the coast in our many branch temples. There are and have 
been enough interesting experiences attached to my work to | 
fill a book, but above all, the work is interesting, it builds 
character, reputation, offers a chance to meet people, it is 
edusational and gives prestige. 1 believe social work of this 
sort is the most outatendine:in times like these in whieh we 
need spiritual resovery together with national recovery. 

The outstanding development in my life for the past year 
is my appreciation of the relief administration, federal, state 
and sity, which made it possible for my family to be clothed, 
fed and have shelter, and medical aid, and above all gave us 
moral support. The wonderful eare my wife was accorded by the 
ataff of the San Franaiedo Hospital can never be forgotten. 
Possibly it is worth mentioning--1 have related it to many. 
They gave pre-natal care; there were courteous nurses and doo- 
tors; we had the baby at home--a phone gall~-within 20 minutes 
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we had a dostor--a fine interne, a registered nurse, and 
three other nurses in our home to gare for my wife--it wes 
1:30 in the morning--end the baby arrived at 6:00; they were 
out of the house by 6:00, everything was in order, we were 
at ease, and there wasn't a thing overlooked. I believe if 
we had paid for it all, we wouldn't have received better med- 
ical service. Thereafter for ten days, each morning a nurse 
Game, bathed the baby, attended to the wife and did every- 
thing within the hour she me's there, and in the afternoon a 
doctor and a nurse oame to Bee them. Wouldn't anybody be 
happy and grateful for all that? 

All this gives anybody more faith and belief and alle- 
gieance to the American flag it anything. I don't think any 
nation in the world has such a plan. Every place I went in 
regard to my relief, I was accorded the most courteous treat- 
ment, and given more hope, instead of more disgust. Another 
thing, if there ig sucha ites as race prejudice among co 
relief recipients, I haven't seen any. Exeept in one or two 
cases, it's always “we're in the same boat". Maybe going 
through all this will make powered better fellowship than any- 
thing before attempted. 

This being an ON Ore ee it may be interesting to 
show what one unemployed has for hebbies. My hobbies are few: 


I like to tune in long-distanee on my radio, to the dissatis~ 
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faction of friend wife ("favard te Ameriean pastime"); I like 
to read--I get an average of eight magazines a week and four 
books from the local library, and read any others I get my 
hands on; I attend leotures; I go for a walk--sometimes I 

welk for eight miles, bo th for exercise and recreation; I fix 
things around the house, eh work for the church; and meet 
peoples My social recreation is limited for the time being in 
accordance with my economic and financial status. My hobbies 
are mild and safe, but 1 prefer them to more gaudy, exciting 


ones possibly acconipanied by more risk. 
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Almost everyone residing in San Francisco knows the 
Cliff House, and most of the visitors to our city have been 
to the Chiff House and looked at the seals on the Seal ROCKS « 
Well, right at the cliff where one obtains an obstructed 
view, stands an architectural structure, unmistakably Japan- 
ese, & Japanese tea-house ana restaurant; the owner is Hr. 

SeKe, & retined Japanese gentleman, fifty or older. 

Mrs Ke was born in Hiroshima-ken, Japan. He served as 
an nae in the Imperial Japanese Navy at the time of the 
Russo-Japanese War. His spirit has never changed in devo- 
tion to hie country and Emperor. I understand that during 
the Shanghai incident, the Manchukuo affair, ani the confer- 
ence in Geneva, his indignation was so aroused at the misun- 
derstanding of Japan's policy, that he repeatedly sent tele- 
grams overseas voicing nis staunch sapport of his govern- 
ment's policy. All felt the same as Mre K. in that respect, 
but 1% shows the extreme patriotism of Mre Ke 

Since the Seal Rocks is one of the show places of San 
Frangiaco, and Air. Ke's restaurant occupies such an imposing 
and excellent location, he has been the envy of the neighbor- 
ing concession proprietors who are so jealous of the location 
that, on many ogcasions, they have caused Mr. Ke quite a con~ 
eOrn. by ‘their actions directly and indirectly. All because he 


aA; Me! Ge |! Oe ee ee 
a tr i Sariace ; 
Toes eas ee, oa 
e 2 a] Av. \ ee 1 
Mek oe Ny b) By yi ne 
; av a deed ae iG ie 
47 bie re , ae Ati 
ma ' ; He -i or 
he yo & 


anad owes we tht, a + amoebae aa ‘ pa on 


vatnon 290% ead 3 » nitino hall ta Laid ase -— . 


or tghoneg sik paat ditto, ereeto amine, anuaroptona poe Due 
eee me a mareatied 0% bata onuniha met dnoaagat HY wi 


| 0 RNID NO TTT tl come ata pasiage denaan s i " 
Ver vrt, © ae ee mas git te 2) aod ae ot » 0 ney 
om) to ome att toe Hh raster Aekangall ad sia 2%, a ‘ 
-ovo8 af Segmasy ‘qin wits wea Oke. otal omnnayatOnaeh | 
wit Meg tate hate eee x - sorta Mythic wrt sti ale ow salt |) 
mo ty he bei 6 C2 wieStondp ath ade nga hoch Labatt edt 4 
‘te ode @@ boowo'te o@cele med LF thats Sebaltat att ,aeaned ad an D 
ere ee) eek a ait ae a teak Lied battand ened”) 
rovron wie te rie ee dacsril eld ‘pate toy aneeraye —s a 
ronan Gee ad st 6 all memo oat sot oa + tad.log nite 
lt et ee saiheo2 Rnd Wg ‘ewe co ade eeodi « tak 
sat to aedale wed GO vit. ne ab a hab OS Last ot oan a 
Ai ae se KOA WN S adhall Shapes aunt wre ot ham. * | : 
ie bam one a gre wae wad nowt eel ed tantienee be 
wheaoet walt ty s Jui i fied wah oxtor onerernconr retavensun 8 
seneulit a O Lg. 9 Bt i ot jonsrass ovat wos , one maeo, ai 
wt ommend th 6 4 bowed ioe i yial owe senatna ie 


Bio! i, 


LA 


* 


is a "Jap". And to think of the nationality of soge of the 
neighbors, why, I don't blame ky. Ke for being boiling mad 
and laughed with him at the seme time, vhen 1 was obtaining 
this interview. Racial prejudice is quite amusing at times. 
During the prohibition ere he was harassed continually 
by. "prohis", tipped falsely by "someone", who half wrecked 
the place by conducting raids which always proved unsuccess- 
ful in the way of finding any thing illegal. However they 
persisted in following "tips", and making raids by erders 
from headguarters . EK. complained at times, when it became 
go unbearable, to the Japanese: Consulate office, but to no 
avail. It was always the policy of their office, not to 
meddle in Federal affairs. He grew dissatisfied with jus- 
tice in this oountry, and more than ever, upheld the foreign 
policy of his country and advooa ted the recognition of Japan 
as @ world power. Prince Takama teu Was & guest of the Ks! 
at the time of his tour in America, also, more recently, 
Prince Kaya, K. is most proud of that honor. At the time 
of the Russo-Japanese War he was one of the officers under 
Admirel Togo, the naval hero of Japan. He is active in the 
Japenese Golony social life. He is well known and liked by 
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The subject is a Jayanese-Irish Eurasian, born in 
Japan, aged about fifty, and unmarried. 

As this man has once moved from one ality to another on 
account of my having penetrated his identity, I shall pur~ 
pos@ly make identifying details vague, endeavoring however 
to preserve the essential facts from which conclusions of 
scientific valine may be drawn. } 

This man, let us call him Mr. Ae, is the lilegitimate 
son of one of the European teohni¢ians called to Japan by the 
Jayanese Government as advisors, early in the Meiji era. The 
father rendered very impor tant services to the Japanese Gov= 
ernment in ite attempt to modernize itself after its sleep of 
$00 years under the Tokugawas. As a result he was deoorated 
by the Emperor and returned abgoad possessed of quite a conm- 
petence . 

Of the liaison between this foreigner and the Japanese 
girl, about whom I know very. Little, several children were 
born. On account of the irregular nature of their parents' 
union, they were placed in the care of various mission 
schools; some of the children were raised as Catholicos, and 
others as Protestants. Having no legal right to their father's 
mame, each adopted a eurmame according to his personal fanoy. 
Mr, Ae having been educated in a French Catholic school and 
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Speaking French, feadsasea bis father's surname into French, 
it being of such e nawire that translation was possible. | 
One of his brothers, a Protestant, used his mother's maiden 
Surname, @nd made no abtenpt to conceal his mixed blood. le- 
garding another, 1 have ree had certein ideas but they 
have been denied by everyone to whom I have spoken regarding 
the matter. The suspicion tha’ I haye is that a certain man 
of my acquaintance, holding hinself out to be a pure-blooded 
dgapancse, 13 really enother of these brothers. His surname 
ia oa trenslation into Japanese of the same father's surname 
that the other brother translated into French. this brother 
holds a position under the Jeyanese that would not be possible, 
agcordiing to my ideas, if it were widely imown that he was an 
Eurasian. His appearance is the most Japanese of ali, also 
his physique. However he is algo the most handsoue of them 
all, and if he is pure Japanese, he is the forerunner of 4 
new day in Japanese male brs he lucidenially, the Japanese 
ave now beginning to say tha t the Japanese race is becoming 
better looking than before. (See Toyohiko Kagawa's CHRISI 
AND JAPAK, Friendship lress, 1934, page 8.) 

While I was living in gaya it was known to me that the 
Gallicized orether was in Amerios, bus I was unable to learn 
his address until shortly before my departure for snerica. 


It is a remarkable co-ineidenece that on returning to america 
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an 01d time American friend took me to a club luncheon in a . 
building and during the Juncheon told me that the club seare- 
tary-manager was a Frenchman but born in Japan. At this mo- 
ment this man came by where we were gltting‘and my friend ine 
troduced us, telling the secretary thet 1 was from Japan. [ 
immediately thought of the oun i was looking for but was rae 
ther puzzled by the lack of surasian characteristics, also by 
the typical rouwndheadedneess of the Gaul, while the brothers 
were both Golichocephalic. (That is, the ones 1 knew in 
Japan wexe). 1 made no reference to my idea but sngaged him 
in oonverastion, during whi ok he continued his exeslient im- 
personation of a Frenchman, in pronunciation, mannerisms, 
verbal Glaims, ete. The next day I galled at the club and 
sent in my card. When I vss vehered into his office 1 waiied 
until we were alone, then addressed him in Japenese, calling 
him by his mother's miden NAME » Ag may be imagined his feel- 
ings were rather mixed. Hoe acknowledged his identity and was 
much incensed against his brother, thinking it was he rho had 
informed mee But I gave him the story of how I hed morely 
geen a letter in the hends of & postman addressed to his brother 
end got a passing glimpse of the name of the building in whieh 
the Glub was located. , 

We enjoyed quite an interesting conversation «efter we had 


established more or less friendly reletions. I was wiable te. 
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Learn definitely just how ne entered America, although from 
his remarks about his illegitimacy, end its effects on his | 
inability to become an austell cltizen as he desired, I 
Geme to the conclusion that he hed entered this country on 
a Japanese passport. I bak vetuine that lead me to believe 
that he had entered this country illegally as a stowaway, o7 
through Mexico. He described to me his life in America for 
gome years during which he said his race had never been open- 
ly suspected. Also he deseribed with some amusement the in« 
vitation he had received some days before to deliver a talk 
before some society, advoeating Japenese exelusion and depri-+ 
yation of right to own lant. 

All of the foregoing took place in the southern part of 
this state. Following this meeting we enjoyed a certain a- 
mount of intercourse; he visited me at my home, and I alone 
Without my wife (Japanese) called on him at his quarters at 
his quarters at the elube-this to preserve his racial ingog~ 
nito. But after not seeing him far some time, I galled at 
the olub one day to de told that he had resigned and departed 
from the city. Where, 1 was umable to learn. It was some 
time after this that 1 ascertained that he was in another city, 
also in the same line of work, 4ee- Glub steward-secretary , 
etill supposedly the fokyo-barn Frenchman. It is an odd thing 


that although he had working under him in the first olub 4 
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steff of Japanese servants ant waiters, so fer ag 1 was able 
to gather from them, they di@ not recognize him as an Eurae~ 
Sian. If there is anything thet ® Japanese hotel or club 
servant doesn't know about guests or members I have never 
Come BCross it. 

Ae I have never seen the father I am ignorant of his 
racial type, whether north Irish, bleok Irish, Gallie, Celtic, 
Iberian, or whet have youe There must have been quite a mix~ 
ture even in him to produce “ey radically different skull 
structures as seen in his sons. — 

It is sometimes said that the moral sense of duresians 
is often lower than either parent, whether on account of 
iack of proper environment, pagental love and gare, admira- 
tion of associates, or whether there is some inherent biole- 
@io weakness of fibre I am in doubt, although I ineline to 
eredit both eides of the questicns Stated in terme of per-. 
centages I would venture 75% end 25% respectively. Obsery- 
ing these brothers I find two of them apparently up to nore 
mal morally. fhe third ‘elimaxed & life asa religions work+ 
er, respeoted by all, by falling under suspicion of embezzie- 
ment. Hy own idea is that he was pushed to this by the so- 
Gial ambitions of his purely Jaysnese wife. 
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The family on arrival in America (some 16 years ago) en- 
countered financial embarrassment and lack of employment; Mr. 
lie Wan Linelly obliged to become an ecrioulturel leborer 
(fruit picker) to support his family. iwving never done na 
nugl labor, his strength wee not sufficient for uis work, end 
he was obliged to cive it upe While attending 4 bookkeeping 
gernool he danced to note a news paper sdvertiserent of a tour- 
ist agency mentioning e world cruise. commuiceting with the 
agency, and mentioning his experience of Jepan and knowledse 
of the Japanese naeeeunaees he was happily given employment as 
& cruise conductor ani guide. He has continued in this line 
with intervale of unemployment up to the present tine, making 
many tripe sround the world on these oruises and between tine 
ecting as guide to personally conducted tourist parties in 
Ameriea and Europe. His income, during most of this period, 
ranged around $200 « month, plus travelling expenses. 

Hie unemployment dates from about four yeart ager ine 
creasing age end inoreasing ill-nature probably contributing 
to the feilure af the tourist agencics to aveil themselves of 
his services. <is pianolcrpent caused some financial embar- 
rassnent to the familly, end hie wife invested some of their 
savings, eid some funds obtained frou le. Xe'e family in Eng- 
land, in the purehase cof an already oxieting cleaning and 
pressing business. During the pest severel years, Lvge Ee 
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hae given practically all of her time and energy to this 
business, spending habitually eome sixtegn te eighteen hours 
a day in thie shope Ila thin ehe is as: isted by one of her 
sons, @ boy now of some twenty yours 

fo revert to the @fforts of ra. i. to prevent the drift 
of her husbandt and children away from their Japenese culture; 
ac was to be expected the effect of the American envirounent 
goon made itaelf felt on the children. One of the first 
steps was the adoption of oe: trenelation of their Japeness 
given nenes into znglish, and the abandonment of the Japanesé 
surnane, and the use of the husband's English surname. The 
eldest children heaving been expossd to Jayenese culture for 
a longer period than the younger @nes, exhibited lees speed 
in this change. ‘The eldest son retained his Japanese given 
name some ten yeere after arrival in Anerioce, until, in Uni- 
versity life, he aparently encountered some social ostra~ 
eism or wished to conoeal his half-dJapancse parentage. At 
this time he arbitrerily adopted en cocidental given name 
and requested hie family and friends te eease using the Ja- 
panese namee ithe ohange has proved scugwhat slow a6 many 
friends, in unthinking moments, still call hin by nis Japane- 
ese nene and sometimes are unable, ct the moment, to recall 
his newly adopted nane. 


All of the children, and the fether, have graduslly 
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dropped intercourse with the Japanese community, with the 
exception of one son, the third. In the course of her battle 
to preserve the Japanescs characteristics of her family, ise 
Ke has apparently fought a loging geme, and has been forced 
to concentrate her efforts on this one sone ve has foregone 
the university echooling, which the two older sens have ¢n- 
joyed, in order to give his entire time to assisting his 
mother in her pressing business. He, alone of the children, 
continues to attend the Japanese Christian Church and to 
maintain friendly contacts with the Japanese comunity + ‘The 
father continues to be increasingly vituperative against the 
Japanese. The other children seem to have set up 4 sort of 
defense mechanism against their feeling of inferiority ( on 
account of their mixed race) by proclaiming an exaggcrated 
ignorence of things Japanese, and even of members of the Ja- 
penese community whom it is quite evident they must actually 
know. 

The bitterness of Mae Ke against the Japanes: continued 
to grow after his coming to America on account of the attempt 
of the Japanese Government to exert the sume guiding authori- 
ty over him that it exercises over all its nationals abroad e 
fhe Japaneses Associations, although oatensibly private organ- 
izations, in reality serve as Japenese sub-consulates. This 


control over hie actions and the embarrassment on his world 
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eruises of having to travel under a Jayanese passport under 
a Japanese surname different from the inglish name under 
whieh he was knowa to his employes and cruise yatrons, && 
well as the troublesome rela tions with the Japanese Immigra- 
tion officials end police on his visits to Japan, led him to 
decide to seek American citizenship. Here again he wes op- 
posed bitterly by Mrs. K., her family, the Japanese govern- 
ment, and the above-mentioned Japanese Association. 

\ There were also technica difficulties encountered in 
the Americen naturalization court on account of the wording 
of the lew. The law poovides tmt Jepanese are ineligible 
$o American citizenship by naturalizatione Mre Ke, although 
of the white race, was a Japanese citizen. Another point that 
caused difficulty was the status of the six children. Ordi- 
narily the naturalization of a father automatically confers 
American citizenship upon .is minor children. Under thie pro- 
cedure the six children would become American citizens upon 
their father's naturelisation. But in other court deateions 
precedents had been eet that iurasiane at Oriental citizen- 
ship could not be naturalized Americans, while those Surasians 
enjoying Amerioan or fsuropean citizenship could be naturalized. 
fheee decisions arose’in connection with the applications for 
naturalization of Eurasians whose yarontes had never been le- 
gally married. 
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In the case of bir. K.'s children the American na turali- 
zation court wes confronted with these precedents which were 
further confused by the legal marriage and subsequent natura- 
lization of the inglish father as a Japmese. After congl« 
derable delay, naturalization wis extenied to Mr. kK. The 
status of the children 1 have been unable to ascertain exact- 
ly. Some years ago when the father was first naturalized .1 
had the information that the court placed some restriction — 
upon the ehildren. fHowever, at the present time, they wake 
some vague Glaims, which they seem reluctant to discuss frank- 
ly, that they are American citizens, with all rights and pri- 
vileges thereunto appertaining. 

fhe eldest child, a daughter, retains considerable Japan- 
ese psychology although she has little contact vith the Japan- 
ese commnity and assootates meinly with Americans ani other 
Buyvasiane.s She is a high-school graduate and is at present 
employed as a stenographer ina city export firm's office. 
She devotes her spre ti-e to University Extension courses in 
foreign lenguages, art and designing. 

The eldest son, is now a university eraduate student, 
having taken hie master's degree in engineering. lack of em~ 
ployment has no doubt led to his dedision to do graduate vork 
and seek his doctor's degree. Excessive study has civen him 


some eye trouble, which has become severe enough to cause him 


sidtn  ts nenotene re, coset t ator : | 
mnie ain sseupendae has oginterwet tiget: ont wi 
whos “ee 5 Whe TAS @ aa Sead miei ae a 

ey Se 6 Om: ae Swlehatne vain. ott mb kateteg ecatan 


7 ie 


Die Leet yen eRe may ischaiile mith ast: ome wren ones a 
Lo lwens eoen soralg Raa nt date so haan and oda me | 


sty 
aed 


| AG Aare ty ok oF mor esoed ibieh ot Peel sien de nen on ) 
‘ae em 

wast aovis ae Vinde eragonall, “derams n eetains 

tt _— at Hyyroae rere | | ; 


+ ohuteepina at meiner abd weak 4 sonncisse, ont ‘wt ae 


nt , cots eeowdey oc? fy , Mevewel RON ane og 


Aww oaks o¢ pamdeanker aun naa Bae Kalin: sa ato: oayay we i. | 
ies hts COR tN ee penne th natin oom geet ‘end a 4 
| ti ta. arene MO TENE segplsy 
tara ae ee cere rl a shee pomnce emt, ‘ 
ai ayats ott diddy teehee OhPRes is 4 wie aah ‘gab ote yg aoe 
me Tr Te) pian kane mt ii Pan ‘peenanecano' oo - 
d pom ta eh baum 8 GAN ip Wwhteo' sted a2 a ot ro ‘a 
soorehe «o"gdthk @magee rte A He nemenegnd a on poyokan | 
+i “yews podeaeoe genewerind ee # uf ene Cit aatownd ei 
a tycellangdbinid Lasies Oe eal fh 
LSnetod es stare, ytkwnenlian aa o aor food te ot 7 
wie > Ome ome toeelaae ae vermis bw cod sem ali “aa a 
an 


to leave school for some months ata tines 

fhe second son is a university undergraduate. He has 
spent the past vacation in @ trip to Alaska as wrkman on & 
fishing vessel with a Japancse crew. His contacts with the 
Jayanese community have not been as intimate as thoss of his 
younger brother. fo the gakrsies of sone of hie friends, who 
had noted his tendenoy to seek contacts with Americans and to 
avoid them with Japanese, he signed on thie Japanese enter 
prise with the explanation that he wished to regain his fluen- 
oy in the Japaneses language with the intention of seeking a 
position with some import-export firm in Japan. He is major- 
ing in foreign trade at the University. 

The second daughter, also openly expressing distaste for 
contacts with Jayanese, has becom ao registered nurse and is 
away from home auch of the time. She, of all the children, 
inclines most to occidental coloring tut hae reatier more 
orgental features than the other children. This is sometimes 
quite noticeable in families of Hurasian children, those of 
lighter coloring and hair having the orientel physiogomy, 
while those of brunette color tend more to foreign cast of 
countenance. | 

fhe third son, ae mentioned above, agsaiste hic sother in 
her business. He is a high-school eraduate. While the other 


children have a fair amount of self-ascertiveness, this son 
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eeens rather shy and retiring. 

The fourth son, now in high echool, ten@s rather to 
_ the Oriental type, both in coloring and features. Hig per~« 
sonality is yet undeveloped and his eventwl psychology is 
hard to forecast. He is studious, retiring ani, being young 
and under the domination of his mother, shows little of the 
anti-Japanese bias of his father and brothers and sisters. 

The language commonly epeken in the home has gradually 
changed from the Japenese usage prevailing on their errival 
in America, to practically full inglishe The mother, seek« 
ing to obtain employment as a teacher in a dapancse private 
echool, was compelled by California state law to pase an 
exefiination in English and knowledge of American consti tue 
tion and customs. fo further her knowledge of English for 
thie examination she ho doubt used the English language more 
extensively in the wivaay of the home than she would other- 
Wiese have done. Ordinarily, in Japenese families living in 
America, the parents, more particularly the mothers, speak 
entirely in Japanese with their Children. in the case of the 
Ke family 1 have been unable to detect any use of or even re- 
Collection of Japanese words among the children, except the 
one studying foreign trade. | | 

The children, in common with most Eursaeians, are above 
the average in facial attractiveness. ‘They tend to be darker 
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in coloring then most Zurasians owing to the fact that their 
English father is exceptionally dark for an Englishman. One 
daughter and one gon are of normal American height; the others 
are Glightly under the American standard, buts still over the 
Japenese. Both the mother and father are small. 
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I tell you the reagon why 1 came to America. the Do- 
moto was an old family but after bankruptey and the wenvh 
of my mother I faced to get a job. 

I wae willing to work but 1 didn't want to be a sers 
vant far somebody's house where 1 would be seen by my friende. 
I thought of going to Tokio city but when I think of my nei ghe- 
bor come around to my working place and find out of me as & 
servant they may tell my folkee Then friend Kokichiro Mi« 
tani and others came tack from America end told me about how 
wonderful to be over there e6 I decided to go to Americas 

However I was peunylees and didn't have any idea to eet 
moneys Finally 1 mde a ioan from some ones It was 100 yen 
(933.00). The Shiheimin (ea people Glass) used to have no 
privilege been open the door of high people's house but my 
house was in the position of the Shoya (a villege headman) 

60 even I wont to America I avoid every way to be seen by 
Japenese that I was working tor somebody because they might 
report te my country. : 

Why I went to the Uni ted States? Make money! First 
jod I got was in a whi tomen's Clud at Mason and Eddy Streete, 
San Franoiaco. As I said befare I didn't want to be recoge 
nisead by the Japanese who was working at the next door. - There« 
fore I posed as the Chenko (Ghinese) ae they used to talk about 
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me being a Chankoe I have toiled for sixteen ycars in order 
to send some money to support my father. Then he died and | 
meanwhile my relatives cane to America so there was no need 
of sending money to Japan. | 

1 started an inde pendent peddler businese in order to 
mike money. At the beginning 1 bought a basket which was 
cost $1.00. But there wag nothing to £111 with the bask:t. 
fherefore I asked Mrs Imaigumi , a jiugutsu expert, "Pease 
lend m ea capital because 1 have no good to be filled in my 
basket". "OcscKe I help you." he said and handed to me 320 
in gold without hesitation. 1 remember very well that the 
gold was plenty at thet time end I had hendful geld of 320. 
I went to the company and bought goods that can be sold for 
peddling. Of course 1 didn't know how to go by anf 1 did my 

The goods are a pottery, a fun, a hanikerchief, and ail 
other Japanese goods. The stare wes located at Kerney Street. 
I overworked. I made every effort eo There was no traffic at 
that time eo 1 took a long walk to a country. And also 1 had 
fight with Americans frequently because of my youthful energy. 
At the beginning 1 thought that white people are strong nen 
but when I had a fight with them for several tine 1 realized 
that they are very woak mind pergon although locke as if they 
are superior. One time 1 fought so energetically that oppon- 
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ent white started to ory. | 

Meanwhile I mastered the trade. Besides I have gotten 
an idea of importing e "kishu" mandarin orange from Japan 
Because they are raised in my village. At first I ordered 
one box and sold five cents “ pieces I didn't know that 
peddler must take rear door ao I went to a front door. I 
sold them in one day so 4 ordered more. One dox contained 
about 200. I pleased very much when some one pe id for 
whole box.» I was proud of it to be ea first one to import 
the "4 ena" mandarin orange to thie country and succeeded 
to some extent. later i enlarged my trade and definitely 
established an importing firm for the mandarin oranges I 
have imported more than 100,000 cases in ew few yeere. of 
Course today I am importing about @® million cases a year. 

Next thing that 1 did was a canned mandarin OTaNnge » 
Not only 1 started a canned mendarin orangs but 1 taught 1¢ 
to Japan and result was that Japanese markets have earned 
at Jeast hundred million dollars, 

Today 1 still have an ambition to start some new thing 
that will bring e million doliare. For this reasen I get 
up 4 o'@loek in the morning ant cook mygelf then study. 

I had done many things to Japan. i was the one that 
originated how to raise a vermifuge-chrysanthemum in Japan's 
6011 and exporting beans to Barope. Also a exported a Tapea~ 
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philippinarum (shell-fi gb) and Japan have made near 3800,000 
@ year. I found that name is very serviceable because 1 
named this shell-fish as a baby-orab in this country and sold 
quite lotie 

After all these efforts and successes 1 believe that 
healthy constitution is the best capital especially when you 
aro on abroad. Sickness{ that ie made by you and nobody 
elee will make you sick if you guard yourself very cautious- 
ly. | ; 

The Japanese are of the yellow race and yellow face re- 
present stronge fhe Germans are in fear of uSe Let compare 
white with yellows. Yellow is stronger than white. Look at 
the world today. They are afraid of yellowe Why? We have a 
power and experiences. ie should not to die at sixty or seven- 
ty. Because yellow is etrong. ‘See the white and yellow 
flowera. The yellow flower last longer. 

What Japan needs today is @ minister for marine products. 
I advocate this post for long time because Japan is surrounded 
by the ceean and most of products are gotten from the sea. 
There is very few land products. iz we engouraging the mrine 
products by establishing the minister for that field then we 
can solve the problem of Lamtawe tion 

Well let get back to the beginning. When I came te thia 
country I hardly write my own name. liy teacher was Mir. Takaki 
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who graduated a university but was pennyless. we lived to- 
gether ani cook each other. He taught me the Japanese and 
i supported him. That the way 1 was educated. 


I am little over seventy years now. 
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